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OFFICE m‘&?mpmn . UNITZID STATES GOVEXAMENT
TO: SAC, BOSTON (100-442) Date: 8/15/57
FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-4013)

SUBJECT: SOCIALIST WORKZERS PARTY

IS-SWP
Source NY 2035-S*
Reliability - Yo was in a position to

- furnish this information,

Date of Activity 5/2/57, SYP National
Convention

The scurce furnished information concernirg
the proceedings of the National Convention of the
Soclalist Workers Party (SWP) held 5/31-5/2/57, at
Verdermann's Hall, 160 3rd Avenue, NVC. This memorandum
contalns information furnished by the informant on

§/2./57.

It is noted tnat in many cases tre informant

could not furnish the ldentity of the snealxr nor
the complete text of each speech, In the latter
case 3 dots were used to show omission of a word or
groups of words, Where the namec of individuals are
followed by a question marl:, these names were
added to identify unlmowm individunls through infor-
mation furnished by other informanta,

’ A copy of thls memorandum 13 heing ’ : e b
designated for each offilce having an zc¢tive 3P branch
for the purpose of Information, :

A copy 1s also being desizgnated for filles
contalning individuals mentioned; nowever, it should
be noted that these names were furnished phonetically
by the informants, .
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“/MORRIS STEIN (?) : "Some of
the delegates have preuented us.witn the fact tnat
they must leave this afternoon and éesire to advance
the electlon of the National Committez2..iiiereeeees
therelfore,.cccieveeeve.first, report of the Credentials
Committee, second, the orzanization report, then the
Nominatinz Comnlttee report and the election of the
National Committee. . The discussion on the Polilitical
Ccmmittee report wlll take place after the election
of the Natlonal Committee, that 1s, sometlime tnis
afternoon, and then we will have, of course, an
international report."

A notion was made to accept the above pro-
pcsal. It was seconded and passed.

OSCAR CLENIN (2) :"I am very pleased -
to present the Credentials Committee report, We have
of fraternal delegates, 37. The averase aje is 45 and
the average years in the movement 1is 23. 01 delegates,
we have 02. Average 1s 37 and the years in the movement
13. The alternates, we have 30. 31 13 the average age,
and they have 1l years in the movement. The average
age of all fraternal, delezates, and alternates 1s 39.
Thank you.

) . - MORALS STIIN (?) : "VYou have heard the
comrades....e...d0 I hear a move to accept 1t9"

A motion was made to accept the repo:rt and in
a voice vote, the motion on the report was carried.

MORRIS3 STRIN (%2( : "Now Mr. Kerry ....
ceessssss.the organization report.”
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THOMsS KERRY: “The organization report. The
resultant confusion from the...civieecsevesvsscces
seseesdn the CPSU.....this year........

“The eruption of the Stalin crisis
signalized by the Ilnrushchev revelations and the
revolutinnary upheaval in Eastern Eurone precipitated
a Communist debacle..cieesasss”

KERRY went on to say that the result of
the above described crisis led to the following:

l. An increase of waste in the Soviet

economy.
2, The advance of the colonlal revolution.
3. The eruntion of a mass movement in this
country against JIM CRO'. .

4. The unification of American trade unions
-with union movements throughout the world.

KERRY continued, "The events of the past
few years attest to the fact that we are today living
in one of the greatest transition periods in world
history." He said that all pslitiéal movements were
being tested in this c"ucial period and went on as
follows:

“Yow has the Party met this test? To begin
with, 1t should be noted that the primary impulse of
the regzgroupiment discussions during the crisls derived
from the accelerated crisis o world Stalinism. The
furcther............18 largely concerned with the
ideoclozical decisions that brinzs us the test of
mass working class action...... Lacking......essential
and effective......the radicalization of the American
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"working class. Within this framework that the....
....achlevements of the past year. The most
significant and immediate........of the Khrushchev
revelations, was to destroy almost at. one blow,

that whole body of Stalinist historiography and theory,
and accumulation of over 30 years rencdered it null
and vold, rejected by Stalinist quobte.eiicancaasns
The floundering of the Stalinist movement in this
country and throuzhout the world today are tihne most
important questions confronting the radical movement.
The two......lacking any consistent adegquate, and
now of the........, and thelr explanations have by and
largely ben rejected not only by the radlcal movement,
but by a very large section of the CP membersiip
itself.

"The Trotskyist tendency is the only tendency
in the world today with a body of literature tnat has
met the test of historical experience and has analyzed
this generation from....e...

"Unfortunately, most of the olé man'!s basic
writings are out of print. And so we 8et ourselves,
that 1s,.e00000....0f supplying the demand for the
works of Leon Trotsky and maliing available this great
material that caonstitutes a veritable arsenal of Marxist
thought. We consider that one of the most primary
obligations in the entire discussion that is taling
place.......

M eveieessses.are some of the things we

have already done, and some that we propose to do
and some that we hope to do. In preparation now,
we have the following items: 'The Revolution Betrayed!
by New Park Publications in England will be available
sometime next month. In this cauntry, weeeceeceoeas

" all the time and have already completed.......to begin
the republication and shiould be avallable within tie
next immediate period. VYou are all aware that the

“3“
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"University of Michigan has announced that it is ro-
pubrlishing 'The History of the Russlan Resolutione!

We have tried to acquire the rightsc of this
publication, The university secmed to have an inside
track, but I think In.acsesenssoaPicneser will hava the
privilegs of publishinRcesesss.sbut wo must roalizoese
the University of Michigane" .-

(Inaudible statomont).

"Thoro i1s in properction in addition; !Trotsky's
Diarye! In this comnection, wo understand that
S hechtman has rocoived pormission from Natalia to
odit tho diary. Now, projoctod for tho noxt poriod,
lo Tho Stelinistoe.ecso2ll thoso publicctions aro vory
importent to us. 'In Dofunso of Marxism! 1s clmost out
of print. I thinkwe have soms LO c¢r 50 copiss lecft end
wo are alroady boginning to make the nocesseary orrongoe
monts to sec thot this book is ovailadlo. I, 'Troteky's
Work on Cormeny,'a vory importent body of writing, a |
thooroticel onalysis of thucoseoof tho rolo of Stalin
and tho groat botrarnl which brought cboute,cssofor
tho semo porioti~ And wo nrs considoring trring to
got tho rights hero on Trotsky's blograpny, 'iy Lifs!
end honco bs able to bring that book out, In addition,
g;rgady én Ehe process of being printed i1s the book
omrade Cannon, his compilation o2 crticles. !

ig §ﬁ1§gltazoﬁl wiich ws heve promiced willlzo,de§ggg?g§k"‘

o nd we ccn be , - '
poricd, Tuly or  August. sure we will got somo worl: in thng

-~ e

"Now, publishad sinco tho 1

{ ast 1
Dacamber, aro tho following prmphlots: 'Kgrizﬁgﬁoin
Rovelations! (arronged by our comrodes in Groat
Britain cnd brought out by Now Pnrk Publiczations),
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"the pamphlet on regroupment, on revolution in Hungary,
on the Santana Case and on the Chinese CP and the
Qeveloping revolution.

"Projocted 1s a revised edition of the very
important pamphlet ‘'3ocialist Worlcers Party -- what
It Is and What It Stands For.' This was one of our maln
pleces of literature during the entire election campaign.

"Inquiries coning into the olffice......
and from our mallinz and television broadcasts zsked
what the Party is and wnat it stands for. Unfortunately,’
essessassseso.had been written during the 1lona period...
++...At the beginning of electoral activities, the Party
generally began gettinz more inquiries about wiat tae
Party stands for so that Comrade hHansen has undertaken

the chore of revising tie edition wiich we hope to get ~

out as soon as possible.

-

"Now the........of demand for Trotsly's
literature is a po:t of the..........Z1lnancial condition
of the..veeuees...Party. Iior the first four months of
1957, Pioneer Publishers sold approximately twice as much
literature as in thne first quarter of 195, or first quarter
of 1955, whilch shows there 1s an increasing demand..... .
rot available........cannot be supplied. The 1nventory
on hand amounts td some 5,000 wortn of books and
pamphlets. Now one thing we can do, if the entire
publication effort 48 to advance, has been a promotion
a comrade makes......a 1ittle surprised to learn wihat
our total effort.........has veen in Pioneer. In 1950,

Ploneer spent $9u,000 00. In 1957, it went down $27,000.00.

We feel that i1f you..........recogn’ze itsg aim that
promotion will become an integral »art of our publications
and planning prozram and that a buiget for advertising
is doubtléssly too blg.......for distribution of our
llterature. &nd a conslstent advertising campaizn in

the important.......should be.......carried out.
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“Now the outstanding debt fronm the branches
to Pioneer amounts to some ,1,345.48, erough to pay for
the publication of anothser book 1f tuie comrades would
renlt promptly the_ir: cevetoesee o“

KEZRDY went on to say that the pomrades
had in their convention folders, a report on the
SWP print shop, This inecluded 1ts minicum cost, the
fact that it is now just susteining, its limitations,
its vroblems in regard to personnel, tralning rprogram,
etce KERRY praised the two conrades who had taken
the obligation of running the print shop, Comrade
CHESTER and Comrade HAYDEN, KERARY said, "both of them,
along with thhose who have activelvy helpcd thece com-
rades in their spare time, or taxker o077 vhatever time
they could afford from work, were abie to turn out a
aubstﬁntial rnass of Party propaganca at a very limited
cost, -

.-

XCRRY went on to say that tihe ar-cat advantége

" of the print shop was that it was able to »rint in

limited quantities a8t a lower unit ccst than obtained
from commercial printers. e said that fornerly many
thousands of pamphlets had to be tirown awar because
large anounts nad been printed to reduce tiw unit cost,
Mow, according to KERRY, the print shop could nrint
500 or 1,000 pamnhlets, keep the olates, znd if ’
needed, run off another 500 ¢r 1,000 without any
difficulty. .

In discussing the importance of tne
distribution of SWP propagandae, .LiRAY said, "Let us
point out sonie statlistics in connection with the re-
groupment campalzn that we have been carrying on
8iNCBeessssaeln 1956, there were free distributions
to Stalinist meetings and gatherings amountirng to
;0,000 copiss of !The liilitant.! Ve tried to cover
as many meatings of the C2 members with the paper
in the early period,

b
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"And 1t undoubtedly led, we are convinced,
to helpling to break down the barriers.....groping for a
solution and answer to their problems in the &Wp. In
the great mass demonstratlons around the TILL case,
the Montgomazry.-Case ard the.....'The Militant' played
an autstanding role."

KFERRY went on to say that “The Militaat"
was a spearhegad in getting the Party'!s message acrosa to
the labor movement in support of the Negro protect
demonstration against JIM CROW. As an example, he
sald that at Washington, there were 1,500 coples of
"The"Miiitant" sold and it was the only paper being
distributed. XERRY asked,"I don't know whether you
appreclate what effect that has upon members of the
CP and other radical tendencies who were present
there." . ~
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KERRY ‘oontinulng,.: Ts.  The speaker

discussed tne Schachtmanites and of tine approach

to them. .........Tacy approached tiie committee

and esked for permission to distribute ‘'labor
action' and the answer was.........(no?). We
support a movement defending our rignt to distribute
literature.........hotel.........member of the
committee..........2pproacih one of our distributors
a-rldl'.l.blil

Now, in addition, the 'Militant’' sends out
every week over 1,000 copies of tlhe paper to our
free.oevv.s...1ist ez-members, supvorters of the
CP......... and Iwant to uirge all the ccurades
ceseressse VEery important tonat what everything
we did from that to.........at what stage the
cveeseesoWlll occur, First quarter of 1S57......4s
Same period, 1956, I didn't..........very reliable
comparison. We got 250 subscriptions.........

1952 so you can say tiaat our entire activity in

the distribution and sale of the paper is
engenderinZ.........or the period when manNy...eeeses
changed attitude in New Yori.

.eesvaes.Plck the paper up on the

newsstand in this connection., We want to give - -

again the practice of lifting tae branch into
favor. Both branches want to be lifted.........
a very good onN€....e...oWe did not have.,v.vsees

We felt this material is very important.
Both from the fact it supplies inlormzation to those
wio want to reacn the Party in that particular
area aNGieeeess« JWINECESSArY . 0eveees. We think
we can get..........in addition to its role here
csesssesssThe "Militant plays a very significant

——

=8«
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csesesesspOlitical blow throushout the entire
world. Tae ‘Mllitant - goes to 30 countries in
the world and..........inciluding one subscriber,
the Kremiin in Moscovw,.

(Laughter followed by the spplause of
many people). : :

Now we would like to see more, much

more in the paper than we did, but we are
confronted.........1n increased cost. ..........
cost of certaln distribution..........an indication
of wihat..........and in the past year the .........
issue of the paper increased from 160 pudvlished

er month to gl,OMB.OO per ponth, equal to a
3,000.00 per year increase in .......... and the °
other costs of putting the paper out. Ncu the '
evsessses.Of the "Militant' denotes $1,1G..00
teessses..and licuidate. Now on the

"International Socialist Review, " the magazine
eevssess stepchild of the party for sometime

does not publisin.,.e.....and it 13 a2 ...ceen.s

in that respect in view of the increesed.........

We propose that the magazine be calfted to
Los Angeles because of the over burden of - - .
staff.........number of qualified literary....ceces.

We feel we can put out a better
magazine..........and to aid..........establishments
of a montihly magazine eand which we enter into
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direct competition with all of the national
mazazines now availlazble and to establish a tread (?)
of tihe 'Internaticnal Soclalist Review as the
vesersees.0usSstanding theoretical magazine

of the revolutionary soclalist movement in this
country, Now, in addition, to "ISR"..........

we have in recent.,........labor youtn.........
mnagazine, Very good voluntary.........boti: in
content and material. .......... the conrades (%)
in England have won over a record of very
outstanding inteilectuals who..........ew
order..........s€lf development..........magazine
as the outstanding Russian expert for the

British. .........club translator..........
Russian worker whicil appcared in Enzland.........

I insist we- 1l make that magazine
one of the outstanding productions in tihe field
in the entire world and will...,.....criteria.
and standard for competition which I am sure
cesesesasCampaign and increase tempo of
party activity in 2ll fields for discussion
ceanssessand in both formal and infoimal
ceessnssesjoint activity in penetration
ceeeseess.8uch areas as tie civil liberties
struggle around.........tile Comnittee for Protection E
of Foreign BorM..e.......comrades are beconing S e
more alert..........p088ibility of penetrating
2ll..........0f organizations which ailfoxrd foxr
us an opportunity of furtheir breaking down
cesssesss.the barrier that exists between the
SWP and the members (of the CP?)..........and

O 4
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is :
this/one of the most effective ways of doing it
not only by condemnation (v) of our point of
view and argument, but by actual participation
of our comrades in this activity..........
crecates a great impression upon the members
eesesssess@ld PosSsibly... ... tend to
re-establisn the chiaracter of the CP and tihe
esessssssbarriers that we attribute to the
esessscassthere 18 one development.........

ceeasseascn@ve occupled a larze part

-0l the franchise system and that tais very close

up other parts of the country alt.aougih ve \
have tried becazusec of local circunstainces have
been very....s.s.0.0ne thing that..,......

of the MUSTE form his..,.......functions
ceeessesosseconstruction on a national scale

I remember A, J., MUSTE i1n one of his pir¢cccintations
stated that the object of.......c.ve.i8 O
consider first the exemption of the.........
discussion tihat had been in eny area of tie
country known asg..........%wWnlenh I am sure that

as & necessary function of the American fomn

for soclalism education would be to intervene

in those places w.ere obstacies and difficulties -
have been presented up to now..........1lafluence
on 1labor.ee.e.....glven this very important

part and at the last permanent part we took
measures to strenghthen.........we have our set

“11=
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seeeessss.Wiere we felt the burden of work on
the member with ocur limited forces.......very
important..........1in some measure. '

cresaenes.Ve vere able to establish
and maintain a......out of our re-enforcecment
we were able to organize..........the American
¥iuth for Socialism which has become one of
tae outstanding youth organizations wihich
teesssesse.actions enterprise energetic.......
of the comrades wnO..........52n Froneisco,
Los Angeles, firom other parts of tie

COMNtYY.veeaacnsna

Now we have..........brealking noint
and always seen new opportunities wnlcii arise
out of this fact and tnat..........possibilitles
ofiiverer.s.and where we stand we sce no

POSSILA1AtY OFf.eveevoss SUbsStantial aid....oeeses

solve these problems growing..........pect

we might, under good circumstances, I would like .

to have you an answer that would be more active
ceseeceasss8lB80 call on those..v.eeee..t0
participate In....,.....2 1ittle more active

in Party work..........such re-enforcements
become avallable I am sure tihiat they will take
into consideration..........of those comrades
ce.essss.eTelterate again our 1656 campalgn

-12-
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in......e...811 due respectas. Revolutionary
propasanda gives a very potent ..........weapon
in the entire regroupment structure.....c.eee.
locel election campaign..........Detroit,

San Francisco and New York, and where....ceeee.
unable to accurately concentrate....,ccecaee

and they are very successful., Comrade......ecsos
(Here the names of several comrades were
enumerated all of wiilch were unitelligible).

seessesss..discussion yesterday.
I am happy to report that within the last
year the Party has grown (appiause) and
it 1s weak in this respect I can Ba¥.eeeeaaees
of all the items membersihlp. (7). Now we
still have......v.0e... 1In previous years,
the budget maintained....eee....more ST..ENZTh
ceessessscreerUling and. ... 0000230008
eacin other, In tiie past year we have gained
two recruits...........and I want to say taat at
this convention we accepted anotirer application
for membership in the Party from & very fine
active woman who has been working for tie Party
seseesessssssCOntributing to_the Party, and
finally decided to ......... - (laughter and
applause).

Even more important in my oninion
cessssssessssesciumber of friends, sympathizers,
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supporters around the Party developing a new
ceeessesso.frOM Whicin we can expect a constant
spark on new recruits to the Party. We have
broiten out of cur............and by evidence
that the evidence of the Party has on
extermal.......c.....c.€Xtend our influence

to new supporters and members to the Party......
ceesoisolationism in a period of prosperity
action...........where we have not yet.....

" a0 0 a0

The most..........0f this convention
tesesressscpOBitive translation not of the Party
WOrKeveocssoeessofOr the future.,.......youth
of being attracted to tie most revoliutionary
Partyon.000'0Q.I.Q.O[unerican..ll.l......!
unfortunately...........foregoing this
5€SS10N..ss..4...2ack of finance and perscnal
eecssessesnsdntensified activities of the
Party generally...seeeece.e..in wirtich it
would be a hardship on the...cceee.e

cessssssesss.menoranda of comiade
HANSOY. ..ecceov.discussion next year..o.oveeee
increased financial demand put on tiae Party but
we nave got ‘to te absolutely trutiful ebout it
cesssescsacssasPTODIEMS. . ... 0utstanding
eeescecesss 0f financial...........outstanding

U
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pledze (%) 1s $1,007.00, but the pledge
sustaining i1s at $500.00, $200.00 under what

is pledged and...........88 it 1s now $2,2C0.00
eeseeseas.cand then again.........we know
increased.........(laughter) cannot extend,
cannot increase on the number.........e:pense
of the national oiffice or organization,.

esesssssesesss W& will make adjustments
and we have ........electorally nave made the
declsion to refuse them........may be necessary
but don't do 1t electorally............the
national office......c0....(2augnter)........
deficit and I want to say tiais, I am convinced
a nember Of..veive..0.q.appreciadble and
substantial lncrease their sustaining fund
cesceeevescaastitis will Nelp...ieaen.oNew
York..e.os....they cannot...coe....
discrininatioN.eceeceases ‘

Increase as much as you can your
regular sustaining fund to the national
office......c....:0ATt Of financlal structure
sessasessaessOUr regular monthly deficlt
is $2,913.00 almost.....veev... it SCens
we are running a deflceilt of almost $3,000.G0
per year. Now what 18 @ll..ceeeovareen
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Unintelligible ,.., “THOMAS XERRY (?)0ne alternative
is drastic, cuts all around ... but as of now we don'‘t
know how we are going to be able to avoid another fund drive
in the fall, That's about the temper of ... Jjust about
brole and there will be no way that we now of other than
another fund drive in ..." unintelligible "the record of
our ... achievement in the past year is but the forerunner
of things to come. In the (ideological) sphere the events
of the past periocd provide brilliant confirmation of the
line of development ... and continulng of a permanent
revolution ... revolutionary Marxism ... great optimism
for peace and an optimism firmly founded on political
conviction, historical events, test of theory ... There
is probably nothing more ... than some of our worthy
protagonlsts in the current rezroupment dlscusslion then
our attitucde of tremendous conviction in the presentation
of our views and it characterizes ... to treat political
1deas seriously to clarify these ideas in tie form of a
revolutionary program and ... to advocate the bullding -
of a combat party, to carry that program into action, and
is viewed in some quarters as the quintessence of ... in a
... form against those who took a (1ike minded) attitude
toward bullding a revolutlonary Socialist Party., The
great arch-revolutlonist JIM COULEY wrote in the "Glascow
Soclalist" July, 1949, ~ he sald quote the Socklist Party
that does not belleve in themselves, which does not cherish
as 1ts dearest belief the doctrine that it and it alone
is destined to carry the banner of Soclalism to a - -
triumphant issue is bound sooner or later to dle of dry rot
of becornie prey to the machinations of intrigues or the
doubts of weakness. Wnat holds true of the individual
holds true of the Party. The individual only succeeds
to the degree in which he belleves In himself and similarly
the Party whose members have the moral fibre to act up ‘
to that belief will win in adverse storms that threaten
that determination and stiffen its resolve ,.,. unquote,"

-

"At the ... those pretentious pundits who never
tire of regaling ... whose ... and lugubrious lamentations
... Btate of the American Socialist Movement and the
futility of doing anything about it. We hold with
JIM COWLEY., Now let's understand we're not just that
kind of party - we are not a Llberal Party in the sense
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of being intimately liniced with and leading the vanguard
of the class but we Just aspire to be that kind of a
party. We asplre to bulld that kind of a party and we
act in the knowledge that only that kind of a party

can lift the revolution in this agalnst the American
Capitalist class.,

"Our aim ... is to join those individuals
end groups who are groping their way toward a revolutionary
program to aid them in creating that kind of a Socialist
Party that willl cherish and dearly believe the doctrine
that it and 1t alone 1s destined to carry the bvanner
of Socialism to a triumphant 1lssue and when the American
workers begin tc move, and move they must, I don't think
they!ll settle for less" applause, crowd noise, crowd
noise, crowd noise, unknowmn male: "Take your seats please,
take your seats please ... comrades we are now ready to
proceed to the next point on the agenda... the report
of the nonlnations committee will be given by comrade -
(HANS SLAUGHTER (PH) it is notedthat this man has an :
accent). Comrades, if you will all be seated ... the
Nominating Commission wants first to present a definite
program for your consideration. Our constitution now
provides you 27 regular members of the National Commlttee
and 15 alternates. The MNomlnating Commisslon proposced
that the number of alternates be increesed from 15 to 20,

80 the constitution a2s amended will read "The National L e

Committee shall be composed of 27 regular memvbers and 20
alternates." We submit this for your consideration, We )
will now proceed with the report."” Unlmovm male: "Alright
comrades you have heard the proposal of the Nominating
Committee. Is there any discussion? Yes, cihairman, I will urge
the comrades to limit themselves in.thelr discussion ..."
unknown male: "I am spealing against the motion as I understand
27 and 20 ... Alright I'll try to be brief but I would like

to ralse the theory to support the political question to

the discussion ... Now I have noticed that we have in the
party over the last few years, the last few conventions
particularly this problem of sort of ... between the number

of comrades 1n the party and the nunbera comrades on e
the National Committee. Now I am ... primarily

. =17~
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concerned with no specific” -~ an unintelligible interruption
and 8 voice from the crowd shouting Okey 4l, ALVIN

BERMAN (%) continues: "I am not primarily concerned with
how many should be dropped or raised althouzh I am
speaking against this right now, this specific motion,

But I am concerned about what the concept of leacership

is in the party and my prime target 1s here, It 13 my

hope and my desire that the party think about this

specific problem, Now we come tothe point of our ...

we at the last convention, for instance, we were faced

with a great problem of replacing alternates and delegates,
making additions -of . 20 or so peovple. Now we have the
problem again and we come to the same solution of not

only making replacement but expanding the committee,

Now I feel that this poses two specific rroblems in

our immediate past and that is why I rise at thils
conventlon, I know that people have to make claims and

80 forth but I rise at this conventlonto point out that’
the period ahead of us cells for and neads the highest
degree of confidence in the leadership and tne highest
degree of inspiration from the leadership and I say that we
have a tendency here due to the whole number of obJective
conditions and the form that they tuke here organizationally.
We have the tendency here, and 1t has been my experience

to dissolve the leadership in the seunse =~ in the sense

that I remember I came into the Party when I saw a National -~

Commlttee member I knew, not because he was elected ...
but because of the nature of the Party and our attitude
toward leadership we thought of members of the National
Committee as leesders of our Party., Now I spreak from
experience insofar as I dilscucssed with the comrades and .
being the orgamnizer of & branch and seeing the attitude

of comraces and I say we have had this problem in the
Party particularly in the last few years with the comrades
not looliing to the National Committee members any more

as their leaders, And I say this 1s a very important
problewr for the party and specifically, as I said before
because of the tasks we have been turning outward ... 80

I am_sorry why I possibly may be even ,,, by feeling that

.}1(8 -
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this 1s out of order but I feel strongly on it and

as I say 1t 1s not so much a gquestion of whether we have
one out of four on the National Committee of one out of
five we can't ...

"The baslc thing I want to see get attentilon
from the party 1c, is our National leadership a training
ground or is 1t a leadership to inspire and to lead and
galn the confidence of the ranks, I'd like the party
to consider that and for that reason I am opposed to the
motion." JAMES. .CANNON(%) "When I came to New York I did not
come to ... I am not goling to maice any speech at this
time that'!s what I promised, Like many other promises
I can't keep it in a2 vacuum now is ....s2id it 1is a
problem of leadership. The way he put it in my oplnion
is false, The leadership of the party as we see is not
any sole individual which we see here and there but the
Institution the committee itself, Our conception of
the committee as we have evolved thiough the years by -
trial and error 1s of the leadership that actually .
represents the Party. It's not one individual here and
there., It's not the national secretary, or chairman, it's
not the plenum and the plenum is such a broad rcpresentative
body that when 1t gathers to meet to discuss the guestion
to make the decision it is really a small convention.

Now the test of the institutlon is this: ias there ever
been a time in recent years when the Plenum assembled a
full plenun and cdlscussed questions and made the decisions
that anybody in the Party ever challenged the authority
of that decislon, I say there has never been a party
anywhere I belleve even LENIN's party where the decision
of the leadership has been mare effective and universal
in its Anfluence on the ranks than 1t 1s in our party.
And one of the basic meanings of that is 1t's

broadly representative character. Now i1f 1t 1s

working out alright what do you want to change it

for? Just because you sce someone here and there whom
you do not think is of absolutely leadership character
then the committee itself 1s deemed... you mustn‘t
look_at the individual you must look at the institution.

«1G-
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That's one point. Now the second point is that we are
recognlizing that in the development of our party ve

have certain cadre of cxperienced people who have been &
long time in the movement and who have great prestige

and authorlity ' and they alone have to be renewed and

we have looked around and seen developlng in the

party a number of yourg activists who have in our opinion
not today the mature leadership qualities but the
potengialities of 1t. How are we going to develop that
best?

o
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JAWES CANNON (7):- - = = And wve've
looked around and seen developing iIn the Prarty, tlosec
who don't have the capabllity to be leaders but have
the potentlality. How are we best *cin% to develop it? .
The best way is to heed the advice the "old man" once
gave; brirg the younger people in as alternates to
participate in the discussions and listen and learn from
older members., It is & part of Party training that
we ove always tryinz to bring new people into the Party . . .
The committee broadens out. Maybe later we'll treat it
downward,

For the present we are drawing in new people
who have shown the capacity for learning . . . Lring then
into this high school of Party training ithown as the
National Committee., The Committee 18 veivy strongly in
favor of Comrade SUADBECK!S idea , . . of the Nominating
Corraissiorls idea of broadening the alternate list in the
hope that these new members will ultimately raplace
those of us who have been around a long time an?d we
will bhave less responsibility. To give them that opportunity,
we .would 1like you to accept the proposals of the Nominating
Comalttee,

MORRIS STEIN. (#}: - - - Ve ars ready for
a vote . . ., all those in favor of the recommendations of
the Nominating Committee please raise your cards. All
those in favor . . . 10, 25 . . . all those against, one
against. Voting will take place by roll call. le will
talie the regular members first then the alternates., I
will read the nominees . . . You are &sied to write out
the names, but only the voted delegates should write the
name as Comrade SWABECK reacs them ., . . only voted
delegates write dowm the names ., . . nobody else write
down the names. You can understand it is for obviouvs
securlty reasons we dca't want any widespread publication
of ballots of the composition of the MNatlional Executive
Committee, I will read the names of the nomlnees in
alphabetical order.

PR
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MORRIS STEIN (?) :

call of delegates
Allextown
Boston -

‘Buffalo

Chicago

MILT ALVIN
JEAN SIION
CEORGE DLREITHMAN
ARTHUR BURCH
JAMZS P, CANON
BOB CIESTER
I'A\RRELL DOBBS
V., R, DUNN
FRANK GRAHAM
VINCENT GRZY
JOE HANSEN
TOM XERRY
FRANK LOVELL

SAM MARCY
HOUAR IIAVHEW
ART PIRTIIS

DAN ROZERTS -
HENRY SCIIULTZ
DOROTHY SCHULTZ
ART SILANON
MORRIS STZLIN
ARNE SWADECK
MYRA TANNER
LARRY TRAINOR
WILLIAM F. WARDE
FURDAY WEISS

TED DOSTLL -

R. FRENCH

GUSTIE DANTE
JIM JARVIS

CIARLES STAVAN
MERLINT WEILEY

LOU MASCN
KITTY FIOITEL

VARDZD

ROSEIL.RY

- - -We will have the foll

N

F., FREI'ClI (=h,)
STEVE TIDLEY {Ph.)
J. TRAVIS

JAIES L. (ph.)

- -22-
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Cleveland

Detrolit

Los Angelus

(¥

M lwaulee

Nevaric

" Manhattan Number One

Manhattan Number Two

\

WJL:bk
(3)

BOB XINGSLEY (rh.)
ANNA KURTZ

ED HAIIILTON
BO3 COMIEN
SARAH LOVELL

MAE MADDING
CLYDE TURNER
PETER ALLEN
CARL FZINGOLD
THEODORE LDWARDS
TYBIE MARTIN
EVELYN REED
HMILTON ALVIN
STEVE R,

MILTON SMIPPER

JAMES BOULTON
AL STERGAR

S. SHAY
J. HARRIS

ALVIN ROYCE
BERTA 2,

BO3 D, HAVDZIN
vCYCE COVWLEY
NICI JAMNES
NAT

DICK
PETE

B TR 2 T
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Manhattan Number Two Cont'ad,

Oalkland
Philadelphia

Pittsburgh ¢

St. Louls

San Francisco

Seattle

T™win Cities

Youngstcun,

WIL:bk
{4)

HAROLD

JOHII TAEOR
KAROLYN

ANN MANN
MURRAY FORBES

BILL MORGAN

MORRIS
ETIEL SWANSON
HOWARD

DETTY
OSCAL CLENIN

RALPH MARTIN
JOAN GORDON

FRANK POWERS
JOIIN D,

ANN DORSEY

L. MC GREW (Ph.)

JEAM ERUST
HENRY SCIULTZ
DOROTHY SCHULTZ
CHARZES SCHEER
ILEN SCHEER
BILL BRUST
PAUL CHELSTRON

There are no delegates from Akron and

1
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ARNE . SWABECK {?) ¢ - - I will read the
1ist of the nominees., <1his list is of all the alternates.
The first name is entered as alternate number one; the
second name for alternate number two and so on doun the
line, T will read slowly:

1. ASHER _
2. GEORGE WEISSMAN
2., HARRY RING

I, FRANCIS JAMES

5. MAY GELDMAN

6. DAVE VEISS

7. DOROTHY BREITMAN
8. DICK FRASER

S. ALLEN HANSEN
10. DOROTHY MARCY
11, JOYCE COVLEY
l2, FRANK BARBARTA
13. CARL FEINGOLD
14, ART FOX

15, EDDY SiIAW

16, CLARA XNVD

17. CLAUDEZ DE BRUCE
13. RONNIE JONES
19, DICK LOPEZ -
20, BOB KINGSLEY

(Unsub male speaking)- - - Are there any additional
nominees, Mr, Chalrman?

THOMAS KERRY (%) ¢ - - - I !mow it is an
unusual procedure and generally incoriect but when a
committee ., . . I don't like to take the floor on an
organizationzal cuestion but one of these thinzs becomes
more or less vital. I would like to add one nane 1n
nominations made by the NY Comracdes. The name of the leader
of youth, BEERT DECK, rather than have a dispute over whom

e AT T, L
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he should replace, I as!t he be added to the list of nominees
as a representative of youth.

MORRIS STEIN-(?): - = = Do I hear any further
noninations? All right candidates, you have 21 nominees
and you have 20 to be elected. I'm indbrmed by the Nationil
Committee that if you want . . . to changed the order of the
« « o alternates as presented by then, all you have to do
is write right by the nominee . .. . Are you ready to vote?

At this point‘an unsudb female and then an unsub
male asked unintelligible questions rezarding how the nominees
were selected by the National Commissilon.

(Unsub male speaking) - - -~ Well, 1t 1s up to -
the chalrman of the Nominating Committee to answer and I think
he has the right to speak. .

" ARNE SWABECK (?): - - - I can't sive any reason,
I'm just goling to inform you that Comrade DECK'S name was
placed in nomination likke other names of those who were not
selected, There were more names piaced in nomination than
there were alternate posts to be filled. Comrade DECX!S
name was placed in nomination.

&ona

{Unsub male speaking) - -- One rore question. MNow
I think I should have an answer in thls respect whether a -
Trepresentative of youth is considered as a delegate to the . . .

ARNE SWABECK.{(.?). s - - = Yo we don't., No
such proposal was placed before the comuission, HNHobody
suggested to have a special post for the vouth, and when
the proposal was made to include the alternate list of
15 to 20, there were no specifications , . . .

26
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(Unsub male speaking) - - = You want to talk?
Yes. Go ahead.

(Unsub male speaing) - - - Comrades, I just
want to spealk on behdlf of the comrade that was Just nominated,
Comrade BERT DECK, I say this because the other 20 nominated
came 1n with the weligzht of the committee in their behalf. 1In
Comrade DECK'S behalf I want to say thils in case other.
conrades are«. not avare of Comrade DECH in his particlpation
in the Farty in Los fngeles, Chicago, and here in New York,
This comrade has been a consistent comrade both organizationally
and on theoretical level as far as I'm concerned . . .
DECK!S worlk in Chicago demands that he be serlously consldered
for one of the alternace posts on the list for the National
Conmittee. ..

<

An unsub woman makes polnt of prcaedure and a
lengthy unintellliglble conversation ensues, 13

(Unsub male speazing) -~ = = I hope the nominations
are not closed, I had ny harnd up while THOMAS [ERRY was
speaking. My nomination is Comirade IMARGE, We have in
Chicago, a criclal problem, the problean of a lecadership . . .
Chicago has made contrlibutions from its leadership to build
other centers. Members of the MNational Committec, WALTER (ph.)
GELDMAN, and others, Comrade BERT hinself, But this does not

help Chicago. We have had in the pact period only one person = ™ ™

on the NMational Committee, myself, as alternate., Ve have

now, one additional comrade, Comrzde D, Ve have neai for people
on the Natlonal Committee in Chicago who vwill have the
opportunity to consult, to consult and grow together and this
will only partially solve our problem, It is lmportant that
the comrades tale into consideration the needs of Chicago

and accept the nomination of Comrade MARGE. She 1s qualified
and will move along with BERT and others.

ap
L _‘,g-
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Unsub male malies an unintelligible speech praising
the work of FRANK BARBARIA of San Franclsco and requests -
the nomination of Comrade BARBARIA te accepted.

Unsub male says that these additional nominations

are pralseworthy but eliminates the work of the National
Committee.

o3
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Unknown Male Speaking:

"...for a vote against the proposal brought
in by Comrade Xerry, even though I feel that tile person
he recommends is perfectly qualified to be on the _
National Committee but I didn't want to violate the
idea to do away with the idea of the Nomlnating Committee
?aving a...a...has been presented, and the idea decided
irst.e."

At this point, an unknown male interrupted
by saying: _

"Tt'd 1like to say Just four words, The
Nominatinv committee 1s not elected to the National Committee
...(unintelligible) due to the fact there are now 22
nominations,"

At this point, the Chairman's voice interrupts:
"Any further leads (phonetic). Clara Kaye."
Clara Kaye's statements follow:

"Comrade..., I'd like to place in nsc cwination
the name of Comrade Frank Fowler (phonetic) in fron
Seattle. - Comrade Frank has been in the Party for over 12
years and has been functloning in a leadership capacity
in thé Seattle branch for all of that time. e has
succeeded in strengthening ... (unintelligible)...an
organizer, a teacher...in the anti-Sullivan {phonetic)
campaigns...in a completely new way. Comrade Fowler,..
in working out the new,..with new stratecy that was
necessary in this situation. I think in view of the role
he has played and his important work in the Party today.
through thls campaisn, his understanding of it,hic intimate
knowledge of all problems that arise in the contact of work
in the campaign which will be the maln concern of the
National Committee in all parts of the period that could
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talke advantage of Comrade Fowler's knowledge, understanding
of the material in this field and add him to the Naticnal
Committee,”

At this point, the Chairman called upon an
unknown female, whose name was unintelligible. The unknown'
female stated: '

"Well, I would first like to speak to the...
es representative...without any committee, (Unintelligible).
There are many new comrades present in thls convention
who may not be fully aware of the problems that are
faced by...who try to sift (phonetic) and collect from
among the many non-entities (or non-entries) that are...
We are doing a task which the high caliber in our Party
that the problem worit themselves out not to pick, not to
vie (phonetic) for our Party people but...znd who can
mention to our comradeB...a relatively limited numbder
in the past of Jeaderizhip...and thils is a tremendous °
problem for those delezates who sit on MNominating
. Committees and great many hours were put into it a .
speclally...to all of the reports made from delegations
for -the nominees and every nominee who has been added to
the slate (phonetic) was proposed to the commission and
those were...and...not included in no way meant that
the commission was not considered (?) on 1t, very
highly qualified and material for the National Committee,
But what it did mean was that of those recommended for
all the various reasons, qualifications belng....,
representation of various kinds including other branches
and 80 on, all of these things were very, very carefully
taken into consideration and someone has,..the committee,
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Now, in addition to this,. it 1is a tremendous problem
of order, of the alternates, whiech the commission spent
a great deal of time in utlilizing the falrest method
possible, which involves adding, sctually, several hours
to the thing and ,..t0 dispense with the very source
and...And it is8 to this that I would like to urge the
progress (phonetic) to accept the proposal for the
Nominating Commnission a3 being a recommendation on

very high serious Judgment (?) injurious (?) to

the Party."

There followed an unintelligible sentence
by the Chairman, subsequent to which an unknown female
volce spoke as follows:

"I4d 1ike to speak for Dick Lopez now that
additional nominees have been...Comrade Lopez has been in
our group since he was a very young man who was recruited
through the youth movement - I think 15 years ago. Twelve
years ago he was a member of the Maritime...when that a
functioning part of the pardon (?). Since that time, he
has been at the focal (?g in one way or another to the.
Party. I belleve that Comrade Lopez 1s definitely the -
type of individual that we want on the National Committee,
to begin to prepare for fuller and better leadership and
I would like to urge, of course, that the nominating slate
be adopted as it was recommended but I want to urge the

Comrades now that additional nominatione have %een made.that

Comrade Lopez should be included in the alternates,"
~ At this point, an unknown male stated:
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"Comrades, I have found a note here from the
St. Louis delegation deiegate. I'm sure it will be a
great honor to the memders which includes a member of the
Party in that Local wan elected and to serve as an
alternate on the National Committee, and the name of Oscar
Clenin 1s submitted, therefore the nomination."

At this point, an unknown male requested:

Y

"Wwhat is the name?"

He was answered by another unknown male who stated:

"Oscar Clenin, in other words we now have

24 nominees.",

g

There followsd some general talikzing after wvhich
an unknown wale was called by name which was unintelligible.
The unknown male, speaking in a forelgn voice, spoke
unintelligibly for several minutes and his words started a
general discussion regarding the method of voting for
alternates. There followed some disagreement between the
Chairman and this unknown, foreign voiced, male, at the
conclusion of which the Chairman stated:

"Are there any further nominations or discussion
and if not is there a motion to close nomination?" .

An unknown male stated:

"I'd like to speak in favor of Ronald Jones,"

The Chalirman stated:

"Go ahead,"
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The unknown male stated:

"He 1s a serious young comrade, who has made
every possible and conceiveble sacrifice in the interest
of the Party and in the interest of Trotskylsm, since he
has been in the Party. He is now in the process of
bringing Trotskylism into the Soutlhs where he 1s
serving in the interest of the Party and building a
nucleus 1n his area of the country that is bursting with
opposition to capitalism and irx every way he has been
able to find down there. I urge you, comrades, to
conslder Ronald Jones very serliously, in relation to this
most important struggle."

There followed the words of an unknown female:

“Comrade speaker, it seems to me that the way
a voting of the people has been added, that its possibly
now clear, order it, and then.,.It seems to me the only
way we can do it is the way Comrade Lobbs says it. The
method by dropping out the names that you wich to replace
and adding the name on the bottom in the order determined
by the number of votes and...(unintelligidble}."

There followed an unintelligible discussion by
the Chalrman, subsequent to which,a vote was taken on an
uninown topic and from the words of the Chalirman, the
vote was all ayes, and no nays. A
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According to the informant, a male speaker
whom he could not icentify announced that tine conven-
tion had unanimously agreed to proceed with the vove

on the National Committ

IMARGE DALL, Chicago

CoB:icxd

~1-

€t ...

FRAN:{ POWERS, Seattle - Accepted
OSCAR CLENIN, St. Louis ~ Accepted

According to the informant, a female speaker
then announced the results of the vote foir the
Mational Committee. IFARRELL DOBBS instructed only the

delegates to talie down the names of those elected to the

National Committee.

ALVIN (Phonet
SIMON
BREITMAN
BURCI{

CANNON
CHESTER
DOBBS

DUNNE

GRAHAM

GRAY

HANSEN

KERRY

LOVELL

MARCY

MAYHET

PREIS
ROBERTS
HENRY SCHULTZ

ic)

DOROTHY SCLHULTZ

SHARON
STEIN
SWABECK
TANNER
oo TRAINOR

64
63
63
64

votes
votes
votes
votes
votes
votes
votes
votes

vctes’

votes
votes

votes -

votes
voites

votes’

vetes
votes
votes
votes

63 votes

64
64
63
63

votes
votes
votes
votes

D PR
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VARDE : 64 votes
WEISS 64 votes
DOSTAL . 63 votes

According to tiae informant, this constituted
the comnittee with one vote cast for DAVID WEISS,  _

There was a great deal of confusion in the
auditorium and accordirg to the informant the sseaker
wes heard to say '"You have Z4 names on your list. You
have to cross out four names.” According to the
informant, the delegates were then apparently voting
their ballots. The informant stated that & female
whom he could not identify then announced the following
names, According to the inforinant, the srealter was
then polling the delegates:

Allentown : R FRENCH

Boston GUSTY DANTT (2honetic)-
JIM JARVLIS - '

Buffalo CHARLES SZAIAN

MERLIN WECLZIY
KITTY FISHER
ROSEMAREY VARDEN (Phonetic)
Chicagzo F. FRENCH
STEVE BIRDEY
~Jd. TRAVIS
' ‘ J. GERALD
Cleveland : BOB KINGSLEY
AWNA KURTZ
Detrolt - ED HAMILTON
30D COHEW
SARAH LOVELL
Los Angeles MAY MADDING
CLYDE TURNER
PETER ALLEN
CARL FEINGOLD
THEODORE LEDWARDS -
TYGIE MARTIN
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EVELYN REED

MILTON pLVIN

STEVE R,

MILTY SKIPPER
Milwaukee JAMES J. BOULTON

AL STERGAR
Newanrlt S. SHAW

-Jo HARRIS: =

Manhattan Branch #1

ALVIN ROYCE
BERTA 2.

BOB D.
HAYDEN?
JOYCE COVLEY
NICK JAMES
NAT

Manhattan Branch #2

DICK
- PETE
HAROLD
JOIN T.
MURRAY FORBES -
KAROLYN
ANMA M,
Oakland BILL MORGAN
Philadelphia MORRIS
: ETUEL SWANSON
, HOWARD ‘
Pittsburgh ‘ BETTY
St. Louis - OSCAR CLENMIN
San Francisco RALPH MARTIN
JOAN JORDAN

Seattle. ~ FRANK POYERS
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JOHN D,

ANN DONRSLEY

L. MC GREW
Twin Cities JEAN BRUST

HENRY SCHULTZ

DOROTHY SClIULTZ

CHARLES SCHEER

HELEN SCHELR

1:ILL BRUST

PAUL CHELSTROM

According to the informant, a gpealer
announced that tie neit election would be that of the
Contrcl Commission. Mr. STEIN spolte and sald the
following names were placed in nomination for the
Control Comnission:

REDA AUBRTY
ANIIE CHESTER
DUNCAN FERGUSON
ROSE KARSIER

According to the informant, a woman whom he
could not identify then reneated a poll of the
delegation previously mentioned. There was a great
deal of nolse and confusion on the floor and the
comrades were told by the chalrman to have a rest
whlle the votes were counted.

According to the informant, after an hour -
and a half of rest the convention was called to order
oy a male speaker. The spealker announced the schedule
for that afternoon and stated that the convention would
resume discussion on the organization report, have an
information report on the world movement and then a
. speech by Comrace CANNON,

The informant stated that the speaker
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announced the following four 1nd1viduals were elected
to the Control Commission:

REBA AUBREY 64 votes
CHESTER 63 vctes
FERGUSON 62 votes
KARSNER 62 votes

The infoimant then stated that tihe follcocwing
was a result of a vote on the alternate members of the
National Committee in order of the strongest vote:

ART FOX 64 votes
ASHER 62 votes
GEORGE WEISSMAN 62 votes
JOYCE COULEY 62 votes
BARBARIA 62 votes
HARRY RING 60 votes
JANE 60 votes .
DOROTHY MARCY 60 votes :
ED SHAWCARL FEINGOLD 50 votes
~ DOROTHY EBREITMAN 58 votes
MAX GELDMAN 57 votes
DAVE UEISS 50 votes
DICK FRASER 55 votes
FRAMNCIS JAMES 55 votes
BRUCE _ .54 votes
HANSON - 53 votes -
LOPEZ 52 votes
CLARA KAYE 48 vctes
BOB KINGSLEY 45 votes

According to the informent, the asbtove
individuals were those elected. 1he informant
stated that the below listed individuals failed to
be elected: .

BERT DECK 32 votes
MARCE BALL 19 votes
CLENIN 12 votes -
POWERS G votes
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The informant stated that the spealier aiinounced
that there were a number of tie vctes, four namas had
62 votes, three names sixty votes and two names 59 votes.

The informant related that MORRIS STEIN made
a motion from the floor to the effect where there are tles
thie National Committee be gulded by the vote of the
Nominating Commission [or vacancies as they ccecurired on
the National Committee. Thils motion was passed. The
speaker fthen announced that TOM KERRY would maite announce-
ments. :

The informant related that KERRY read & greet-
- ing to the cdelezates of the 17th Naticnal Convention of
the Soeialist Workers Party (SWP) to NATALIA TROTSKY.
KERRY 2lso menticned MORTON SOBELL who was arrested

. during the witchhunt and plaiged to aid SOBELL's case in
the future. According to the informant, thls resolution
was favored by the comiades. .

KERRY also spolte on JAMES XUTCHERS® victory
and his elght year struggle azainst the Govermment. The
informant related that a tremendous burst of applause.
emanated from the delegates at this time.

According to the inforizant, the next speaker
was a femaleshe could rot identify, from Sezttle. The
glist of her speech, according to the informant, was to
perfect and alter old SUP teciinigues with regard ¢to
contact work with Communist woriers. Tae syealiter
urged comirates to go out and recruit CP memueis whom
she consildered to be the strongcst type professional .
revolutionaries and good Tor the SUP,

i
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Unidentified female ended her tallk.
Unintelligible,

Unldentifiled male discussed education-and
training of young comrades and told of the difficulties
enceocuntered in tno Trotskz School.' .de.mentioned_.three
speciric ulfficultles facling the conmraaes voday, They
were one,intensified actlvitv of the comrades of this
party—-—regroupment problems, two,finances, three,
problem of inst"uction.

He spoke concerning the need for pariy people
to actively particlpate in party actlivity.

Unidentified male BPeaker spoke concerning the
importance of "The Militant" and with the work that has,
been done with respect to the CP, This individual told
of the efforts being made to sell "The Militant" and told of
how comrades would ring doorbells, and try to get people
interested in the Militant; that they would I»llow these
visits up with teleplone calls or with more visits and
would make every effort to interest people in the program

of the SWP., He stated that the party attempted to contact
CP members and CP sympathizers in connection with this
drive.

Unidentiried female speaker sopoke of arranging
to have "The liilitant" and other publications sent
directly to news stands {firom New York, She stated that
Pioneer Publishers are putting out a new catalog of all
books published by them and all books avallable on revolutionary
Soclzlism that were put out by their pudblishers,
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Unidentified male speaker spoke on recruitment
in the Los Angeles area, He stated that Los Angeles
during the past year recrulted 15 indivicduals into the
SWP, devided in the f¢llowing manner: .

Eight from the CP -
T™wo from the Stata Committee of Young Democr“ts
One from the SP

One steel worker

One plle driver

One comnunlcations worker

One Unitarian Church

Unldentifled male voilce made reference to page
30 of the resclution on the Negro question, He stated
that there vas a paﬂawraph that "a specific recommendation
that a planned program of the history of the Negro strugzle -
and the worklng class as a---~inaudible-~lzughter,
Unidentified male speaker spoke very briefly.
Inaudible,

Unidentified male speaker presented the international
report, He told of the history of the Trotsky movement
and told of SWP gains made since the 20th Ccngress. This
individual spoke very rapidly and had a British or
Canadian accent. He said that since the 20th Congress tne
PABLOITE3S hLave turned toward the S+P and away Irom the
Stalinists. The Political Committse believes that the
regroupment of international socisilam may make alliance
with the P&BL. OITd3 possible. Thia cen come about only
4f it appears such a united movemant 13 the best way to
fight Stalinism. The PABLOITES kave seld they are willing
to malte big concessions prior to the holding of any united
World Congress {(of the Fourth Internatlonal%

v
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Address by Comrade CANNON:

I can't make an address because I pronised
there would be no speeches from me 2t the convention.
{laughter) It've taken the floor during the aiscussion
on the Negro question---~-no speech; Ifve
"talen" the floor briefly here today and answered Comrade
ALVIN(Phonetic)--~-~~no speech-~-laughter, ~

I've seen many conventions 4in my time, as a
matter of fact the only convention of our movement
since 1919 that I've ever missed, once while I was in
Moscow - Quring CP days and once while I was (unintelligible)
prison in 1944, ...

1: {
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e e€Xpress a Judgement, A conventlon has to be
led by how it feels with the task of the hour, Whether it
misses concentration on the important task, wears iteselfl
out with diescussion of secondary or remote questions,
whether 1t gets down to business and cdeals with the
problems before it, I think this convention Just by
this criterium can pass favorable comparison vwith any in
the iistory of our movement, .

The task of this convention obviously was set by
the conditions of the times. The probiem of analysing the
process of regroupment which we have been engaged in,
Deciding if we have come to the end or are only at the
beginining., Tnhat'e one polint ~- point two 1s the elaboration
of a positive program for the next stage of our struggle
in the regroupment of the revolutionary forces in a new
revoluticnary party. We are doing better in the re-~
groupment movement than anybody else, than any other
tendency, there i1s no question about that -- that no 7
other tendency is doing any good for itself at all. That
we are doling better because we know what we are about
and we understand why we are talking about regroupment.

It 1s not a new question. Every new beginning,out of every
crisis that arises from the bankruptey of new movements,
every new beginning that's taken the form of a rogrouvpmnent
of old forces, we know that from the past, And we thought
that it would be the same this time and that is why in the
very beginning of thls discussion we formulated our command”
not from the simple slogan "Join the Sosislist Workers
Party" and end everything quickly with the regroupment of
revolutionary forces from all organizations and all sources,
We didn't say merely a regroupment of revolutionary workars
out of the Communist Party and the Socliallst Workers Party,
we put 1t very broadly as I did in my speech on the
Khrushchev revolutions in Los Angeles. There was a varied
sudience there and I called for diszussion and establish-
ment of fraternal relations between all radical workers,

the reestablishment of o0ld fashlioned open forums where we
could discuss freely and fraternally and where wve can work
towards regroupment of forces in a new organization.
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There ywere a couple of young girls there fron
the Socialist Party and one of them in the question perilcd
asked, "Can you spell out what ycu mean by regroupment --
regroupment of who, of what?", I said, "No, at this time
that!'s an algebraic formula, A little later we'll write the
arithmetic when we see whathappens as a result of the
discussions.," I tell you ~- 1little did I Imow then when I
formulated 1t algebralcally and I said we'!ll look around
and see where we're going to get people for the new
regroupment, little d4id I dream that some of the most
important forces were going to come from the most unlikely
source of all this -~ miserable little Socialist
democratic bum cligue of FHACHIAN 2nd ....... {inaudible),
but that is whar has really happened in the course cf the
discussion, the twrmoll and the crusies (phonetic)., I
sald regroupment 1s not new -- you now tie Soclalist .
Party itself which toock shape in 1901 did nct arise full blown
from an old ...(party?) and it did not arise as such people
as COCHRAN and others prophesize now -~- STAIOSIN, 1s that
the name? -~ and the others are all saying, thie peopnle
who are going to make the new movement are the people who have
guit all the old organizations, That 1qﬁ¥h way 1t happened
in 1901, In 1901 there was a regroupment of partles. and
organizations in the groups consisting of a forrmer faction
of the Socialist Labor Party...(inzudible),

There was the Socialist Icmocratic Party of DEBS - =7 -7
and BERGER in Chicago. There were all Izinds of local groups
calling themselves Socialists and readers of the “,...

Reader” and when the conventlcn was called together it rep-
resented a real regroupment and it didn't talze place all

at once, There were several years of discussions, open
forums, controversies, arguments, fraternizations, quarreling,
reuniting and negotiating until 19-- (inaudible). They
formed the Socialist Party of America, the party which

they say was tlie party of IEBS, but which was also the party
“of .NEWCRID and BURKE (phonetic). Now this party suffercd
shipvwreck In 1917, because 1t was not sufficlentliy equipned
in matters of programs and tradition and .....{inaudible).

~lilim
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Ridiculous! Wasn't equipped to face the problems of

war and revolution! And what in the hell 18 the Sceclalist
Party good for if it can't face the problems of war

and revolution. That'!s the road to Soclalism! It
suffered shipwreck and a new party emerged beginning in
1917 with a Ruscsian revolution.and culminating in 1919
gith the formation of the CP., That was a new organization
ormed, .

That wasnt!'t a pure, simple, one-party proposition
~~ in thls party was such elements as the new Left-Wing
in the Socialist Party which had responded to the Russlan
revolution and the war. There was & ccnsiderable section
of pride (inaudible) and yet you may thinit a considerable
gection of the cadres came out of the Socialist Labor
Party the osslifled egecterian Soclalist Labor Party of
the people, As a matter of fact, the young man who played
the biggest role in shaping the ideology of the Voung
Communist movement in this country, LOUIS FRAINA, °
(phonetic)was a former member of the SLP, ‘4ihkere were people being
from the IWW went in a2galnst political action and political
parties prior to the Rusclan revolution and there were now
the party trade unions and these coming togethar made
a regrouprent in 1917 to form the CP, So vhen we talk
about a regroupment 1t is not as superficial/PBople might say. A
diplomatic formula that all we want is a cover {0 get -
a‘holt of two or three recrults here and tliere, grab .
them and run with them. No! That is not our idea,
Our ildea 1s a real regroupnment ofmny people in a party
the name or form of which we will leave for future
determination, '

Now I said thls convention had to consider the
question of whether we have finished our campaign on
regroupment or only decided to really begin it and the
decision has been made that it is really going to begin
now and be carried cut in full scale., Full scale campaign.
for the regroupnment of all the revolutlionary forces of this
country in whatever organization they may te at present,

Mt
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or wherever they may develop in the next few years into

one single department. Regroupment is a procecss It
cdoesn't simply mean a few organizaticns cor 1ndiv1duals
getting together and making & formal agreement -~

thatt's not possible now! It's a process that includes

&8 struggle of tendencles, because as we sce 1t, the

party we are aiming to create out of this pirocers is

not going to be a hodgepodge, but & party with a progranm,
and that!ll take time, It includes a struggle of tendencles
and on the whole the unification includes splits, )
I'm sorry or glad whichever way you want to talke the

thing, that in one cf the casualties of this inexorable
process of regrouping the revolutionary forces apparently

is golng to be a split in the . SBACHTMANITE control -- not
because we asked for it, no -- but because they lnsist

on it, ~~ theyre're forcling it! I know thiat the left wing
of the SHACATMANITE org=ufzation insists with good failth

that "we want unity cf the ISL, we want unity and we mean
it, Dbut we don't want you to deprive us of our Denocratic
rights to denounce ..." (espeaker droppcd somc hingg Mthatts
what comes from getting toolame and o0ld" (lauvguier) (speaker
continues) "and it appears that the right wing of the . SHACHTMANIIE
organlzation is going to force them to a split and, that will
not be a calamity if 1t happens, althoughas I :te:,,neither

we advocate it or do they, nor does the left wing of the

s HACHMRMITE organization, because 1t will be a split on
only one side of the question. The other side will be
" a unification with the youth supporting the SVUP, and nowhere
and never in the history of the workers movement since the
time of MARX and ENGELS has the development of the
revolutionary pailticdl party taken place in any other way
excent by unifications and splits and it's absolutely
ridiculous to have a sentimental attitude on one side
or the other. ...

Boldness...(inaudible) TROTSKY once said are
parts of the process of building the revolutionary party.
Out of the regroupment, as part of the regroupment process,
wve include a struggle of tendencies as I sald against :

L6~
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STALINISTS.Every time we deal another blow of polemics in

our paper agalnst him the intents of the CP,we're dealing

2 blow to the unity of the revolutlionary world and

~ similarly the:FHASHTHMANITES the Social Democrats, the

Labor papers and others. Now I think we are Justified

in saying, on the basis of our survey of the situation, -

in which we try to see things as they are, and not

as we would like them to be, that the first results of the

year's discussion and controversy that has followed

the 20th Congress of the Soviet CP, has been a shift in

relations within these general radical movements in favor of

the }endency we represent, - 1n favor of the SUP,

&nd 1ts ¢ WO W, one ¥ .en enormour

weakening/ ogﬁﬁﬁg g %s°589 8 tiis country

has ever known,,u and every weakeninv that it suffers

is & gain for the revolutlonary labor movement and for the

future of Socialiam in this country, But we didn't gain

only negatively we gained positively! )
As you've heard the reports that welve recruited

friends and sympathizers whom wetve not asked to Join

the SWP and leave the CP, but whom we have urged to

struggle within the CP for & Leninist program end

prepare a broader vasis of elements for future regroupment

with us, The Social Democrat, as such, I can't say much

about, Not only because I don't know much about them,

but because nobody else does, and fhe reason nobody else

knows much about this Spsdf 1s that a d4ligent search of

the country from coast to coast has not uncovered any real

trace of their asctual existence (laughter). I have

begun to think that they are a figment of "gIACHTMAN!S

imagination -~ except possibly in some backrocm somewhére

where some antediluvian _ 9 o0'¢ 1 a 1l° democrats

sit waiting and wondering when the (4naudible) Gonna

forgive them for thelr sins and take them baclk into the

real Social Democratic {old -- 80, they don't count!

'S BACETMANITEScounted a 1lttle bit, but they!re trying their

very best to obliterate that, I have never seen a

politician in all my life try to bargain more frantically
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and with greater whisk (phonetic) (sic) with more

twiteh (great laughter) to hasten his own ugliness (?).
SHACHIMN nas got his own people all worked up in a

lather about Joining this mythical SPSUr bafore he got
pernission from the SPSLF vo enter and, Just the other day,
they had a meeting of the national executive committee

of the 8o called SPSIF, or whatever 1t 15, and while

they had pbne motion ordering their own so called left
wing to quit the MUSTEforum . for free speech (sic)

or stand expelled, they have had another motion

forbidding any of their members to have any king of Joint
political actions withthe S,HACHTMANITEorganizatione. Not
only did they fail to vote to admit them into the sacred
portals of the dylng Social Democracy, they refused to have
anything to do with them,And . SHACHTMANINn the meantine got
his people all worked up into a sweat and fever cf
enthusiasm to jump into & place, a door,that isn't open
(1aughter). .

And I thought from talking from sone Comrades
(sic) there has been created a new personification of a
type politics =~ there 1s the politics of MARI, Drinciples
of politics, there is the poiitices of BERNSTZIN (phonetic),
opportunists politics, there 1s the politlcs of maneuverisn,
that's the Zenoblan politics, then there is the politics
of the blank alley and that'sS HACHTIUN politics! Now,
one minor subsection of a subdivision, of the radical
movenent consists of people who belong neitazsr to the
Socialists Party, nor the CP, nor the SWP, nor the
S GACHTMANTTESnor the SLP nor nothin!' (laughter) end they
publish a little magazine that .......{(inaudibie) and they
have propounded the remarkable theory that the way to duild
socielism in this country is to begin with all those peodle,
not 2s we are with people who are active in varlous organizations
and thereby testifylng a3 to thelr seriousness, but recrult
everybody who has quit any organization that e:tlsts,
A unification of deserters, tiey say, will builld an
army of marchers (or Marxists) with which to storm
American capitalism., I never heard of that happening before!
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I don't think quitters can reach anything and as a matter
of practical text I have served in the past under the
impact of the Palmer raids end the moral persecutions
following 1917, when thousands of Communists and Socialist
party members and IWW's were up against the gun, or
impriscned or were being deported and were standing
«+.(inaudible) a half to two thirds of the Socialist
party disappeared.

And, after we came out of that ordeal, and

by 1923, had reestabliched an illegal CP and begun to
wonder where we were going to get our r.fruits from to buld
new forces, we all had the 1llusion/OUt'of the 60,000,

ny goodness maybe we ought to recruit 30,000 of them

back., I wac a particular advocate of that idez, and I
wrote enthusiastic articles about 1t in the "Daily Worker,"
no, the "Weekly Worker" that proceeded it, that we had
collapsed, Then, when we all got the 111us;on again, we
went on a cempalign scouring the highways, beaccing the :
bushes; to bring back in force those who had deserted,

Of course not even ve, in our young folly, ever thought
they were going to come in to lead the movement, They
might in and pay thelr cdues -~ throw & dollar in the

het ~- what we got out of those who had deserted twas .
negligible. The people who bullt the young Communist party,
were first those who had remained and stood by the
organization. and they, the new recruits, were mostly .
the young, the undefeated, the untired, the undisilliusioned
-~ that!s what'’s going to happen in the future too, and

we haven!'t the slightest reason to thinik seriously that
gso-called half tendency or no organization, no banner, no
program, .nothing but an imagination., I dontt think that
we have to fear them as a serious idcological opponent,
Now our policy 1s to bulld a party. Ve make no secret
about 1t, When we say regroupment we don't mean to pgather
everybody together...(inaudible) gather them together in
. party! That!s what we s2;r! But we zay.et the same time,
it deces not necessarily have to be the SWP. And that's
not a diplomatic formula, - :
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We have no fetish of names of organizations. As
Comrade DORBS pointed out in his report, twice before in
our history we've given up the name we were opsrating
under == made a fuslon with the American workers! Farty
and formed a new party. Again, later, when things opened
on a different front and the left wing showed up in the
Soclalist party we disbanded our party and went in and
Joined them 1in order to establish contact with the left wing
in the SP, and together with them, & year or so later, we
formed the present SWP., We say we have no fetishism whatever
and we're deceiving no one, But, we also say no liquidationism,
nobody's going to get us to disband our party, waiting for
somebody else to cregte a party, later on, that we may Join
under the leadership ot somebody who has not jet made his -
appearance or has not yat been discovered like Moses in the
bullrushes. (Laughter) we want to l'now where wefre going and
with whom! And, by the way, when it comes to getting together
with certain people with pretentions for the leadership welre
certainly willing to say we'll shsre leadership or we'll even
surrender lesdership to superlor forces than ours in capacities,
but all we want to know is who is this, wheie have you besn, what
are your credentials? =~ And, 4f all youlve got to show is a
withdrawal ticket from something or other -~ that!s not good
enough, that's not enough! (Laughter) I'm afraid that's
all we're going to find from these credsntizals. waelre for
fusion, but I don't think that's any reason why people should
demand that in the course of the fusion if somebody knocks
on our door three times and says_let me in -- we should refuse
him and tell him to stand on the doorstep until we've met.
enough pecple to form a new party for you? Nol Wwe are
recrulting as we go alonzg. The funny part of it is while we've
advocated fusionand regroupment in good faith, we'!va recruited
more .people than for a long, long time and that's a great
source of sstilsfaction to us too., Recruiting many activists,
many sincere and devoted people who are finding in our party
the best expression for thelr Socialist aspirations. And the
years result has been one of expanding influence as well as
membership and as well as « « « o (inaudible).

NI
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Now the next stage. (addresses attnndant)
Can I have scme watz2r? As I get to this polnt I get
too warmed up, I didn't mean by that that I'm getting
ready to go 4nto an extended speech ~- Juct some more
remarks and I'll be done,
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JAMES CANNON {%2) =« ¢ « « &

T™e ne:t case for our leaders as we
discussed it in the National Committee is we are
going to sharmen our particular political line
as our contribution to the recruitment plan, pot
that we arc trying to find merns of splitiing
thinzgs up but to sharpen our . . . and pollitiecal
line in oxrdcr to make the progran clear., ile are
goinz to begin to dig in enough in the next
period . . . Pfaily Worker the development in this
newspaper of the capitulation of the "“Gatesites';
the manifest siipping of the Communist Party back
into the monclitihie mood of Stalinism and to zive
it a drunfire critvlcism that willi shaie loose a
great rany more vorkers in the Communist Party
legions.,

But ceriticism a2and ... are not the
only thing. Supplementing that, is our positive
program of workers democracy. That is the
second big congrezation (phonetic) of our
‘convention that it has endorsed the propgram of
mind and Comrade DOBBS (phonetic) report that
ve should develop e:xtensive progagenda and
cgitation for worliers demecraty angé aim it
against not only Stalinists but also the social
democrats, the labor faksrg &and the ruling
c.ass of this country, and to counterpose to
everyone the real prosram of workers democracy
Co their false and hypocritical and deceptive

definition., Positlve program of workers democracy

with us begins in the party itself, worlers
democracy as we are going to lay 1t down 1In

the ..., in the ... ol the organization, in the
state that will be established under the woriers
rule, Democracy 1s a very casy word to say
and a very hard thing to implement, and it is
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very easy to pive formal democracy as a suppressive
in practice. You haven't seen any trace of that
here, In this convention I believe we can ail

talte satisfantion. that not only have we had the
form of democracy in our extended three day )
discussions but we have had the very esscnce

of it. How you can recall especially bureaucrats know,
all the social democrats lmow, the Stalinists lmow,
that you can grant formal democratic rights to

the delegates in the convention as in the membership
branch and yet at the same time wien the rank and

file delerate gets up and makes a criticism

you can throw &t him the ridicule and the slander

and the innuendos of the top brass and make a

monliey outcthimadalfriid to raise his voice a _ ..
second time., That's the way they do it. Here I :
would say say that in this convention if there -
has been a single <iolation of the formalities of
correct social deportment to date not one of them
came from the leaders of the party. Not a single
one who spoke at this convention was glven any reason to
feel whatever that he would be ridiculed or

denounced or misrepresengd arslandered, and I say

it should be a great pride to us, HNaturally, the

way this convention has been conducted snould be

the model for the party l1ife all the way down

through the branches every time and should be

taken as an example to the local leaders as to

how they shall deal with their own affairs with the
rank and file menbers of the party who mizht get

up and without sufficlent cxperience and while

speaking on the floor, might make some criticisms

vhich are unwelcomed and which could be easily

reputed and twisted and ridiculed until there is
nothing left of the poor devil who ventured to .

open his mouth.

53-
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It can be done but I believe the example
here is that contrary to that the leaders of our
local organizations everywhere will create such
an atimosphere of free and unhampered democracy
that every raink and file member will feel that -
it is his own party wherc he can express himself
freely without any fear whatsocver,

. That 1sn't the way they do it in other
parties., At least talk to some of these left wing
youtch how they get treated in the Schactmanite
orzanization when they stand up to say they're
opposed to liguidating their organization into the
Sociz) Democratic Federation and they want to
maintain 1t as a revolutionary independent youth
organization, Do they get a ... and friendly ané

competent answer -~ No. They are ridiculed. They .,

get denmunciation and they're splincered and
slandered - "Your nothing but a bunch of . . . ,"
they get all ldnds of accusations hurled a~a1nst
them to prevent them from getting a hear;n~

for their political positions, and all this comes
under the heading of democracy, soclal democratic
model., Now, how do they do things in the trade
unions? A b*g trade union favors and malies a
big shoiw in public of being agalnst the Soviet
Un*on for one particular reason, - it is no¢
democratic and therefore =ll the way from BECK
to REUTHER it's democracy ageinst dictatorship.
But in the essencec of the matter there is not

one per cent of democracy in the trade union
movemant of the United States, as you lnow.

And that is one reason why the slogan of the
vorkers democracy has got to be carried into

the trade unions znd made the spearhead of the
campaign to overthrow it.
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In BECK's union, of course, thcy don't
make any pretense at all, why shouwld a guy o»en
his mouth, & couple of goons take care of hin, -
A local out in Oakland, California is running around
zetting radical, maldng betier contracts with the
bosses then they want them to, put them under
receivership.

Do you know oie third of the locals in
the Teamsters Union don't even have the right to
elect their own local officlals. They're under
recelvershlp and the orfficials can't even
hold meetinzs until the recelverships are dismissed.
That's the kind of democracy in BECK's union.

. Nows from BECKX's Union to . . . but there is
a tie between them. They're both purists (phonetic)
and both servants in the labor movement in the
interest of American imperialists but REUTHER males
a greatl show of formal democracy. He's a former
social democrat himsell and they have conventions
and you have a right to speak at the convention
but what hanpencd at the last convention? At the
last convention of the UAW the brass sat on the
platform, behind the walls of misery {phonetic)
of doliars in the treasury and all the supnorters
above against the rank and rfile and behind thiat the
support of the government 1f necessary. Some
comrade got up to protest against the speedup,

a woman, got up to protest against the speedup and
to demand that the officials do more to discourage
the murderous spcedup - a girl from lLocal Three,
the Dodge local -~ what did they do? VWith all that
amassed power of the bureaucracy on the platform
REUTHER talies the floor for a blast in which he
denounced by name this glrl who had stood up and
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spolien so respectfully. And with that a lynch (phonetic)
gpirit which would make a delegate afraid to open
his mouth, VWe ougnht to consider it as a symbol
of the begimning of the struggle for workers democracy
in this couniry. A symbol and a prophesy of what
is to come. Tho gilrl who stood up and challenged
that burcaucratic machine at the UAW convencvion
vas our girl EDIE FOX (phonetic). I say that was
a symbol and a prophesy and the time will come
wher there will be tens &nd hundreds and
thousands of them and out of their efforts and
out of the help that the party will give them in
direction we will chanze tiaings., You can't
overtheow this capitalist soctety in the
United States untll you first knoclc out its .
princinle prop and the principle prop of capitalism
in this country is the trade union burecauwcracy. .
And wvhen they say tous you . . . . We say yes, )
we want democracy but we viant democracy all
the way from Moscow to the . . . because that is
where the danger lies. And out of the fight to
overthrow this bureaucracy with the power to . . .
worliers democracy vliich will be the battering ram
of our fight in the coming days, the overthrov
of capitalism will be an easy thing after that
because the capitalist class itself is very small -« - ~iow
and very veal and withouvt its labor lieutenants
will never be able to stand very much and will
not long survive after we win the battle of
worlkers democracy, In the great movement we will not
settle up merely for that, we'll not settle merely
for tetter conditions or for more wvages, we the
menbers of the Socialist Workers Party and the
thousands and the millions that will come with us
later will settle for nothing less than soclalism,
that 1s the goal and the vision of the parvy that

H .
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18 represented in this hall in this historic
convention. This is the vision that gave us.
strength in adversity and gives us inspiration

and strength again now in a2 new period of expanding
opportunity. In one of the greatest books ever
written JACK LONDON's “Iron Hero" (phonetic) he
described the terrible things that haposened in the -
future that he had . . . and the revolution had been
defeated and the hero of the novel who apparently
had Yeen killed just before he hid the manuscript,
the great novel ends with an un-completed sentence
whiich reads as follows:

‘ The magnitude of the task, ...
and there it ends. I say it is for us to take .
that and recognize there .is a magnitude of the ‘ ’
task and we must not deceive ourselves colleapgues
but let us complete the sentence of the hero of
JACK LONDON's novel and say the magnitude of the
task and the grandeur of the future. End of
speech -~ long applause.

Unsub male speaks:

Comrades -there is now a special
announcement from the presiding committee,

Unsub male speaks:

Comrades since the last convention we
record with sorrow the names of the following
fallen comrades :

JOHN G, WRIGHT
CALVIN DE CRESCENZO
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JACK BRUCE

SAMMY KLOTSKY (Phonetic)

CHESTER K. JOHNSON (Phonetic)

LEWIS BORDEN (Phonetic)

RAYMOND SHEPPARD

JOHN KATSIKAS,

These are heavy losses, comrades who have
fallen who were dear to us and were valiant fizhters
in our ranks. Let us salute their memor. viith a
moment of brief silence, Will the convention
stand - (Silence) Same unsudb male -~ We will now )
sing "The Internztionale" . ‘

"The Internationalk" sanz by bulk of
convention.

Unsub male - The convention stands adjourned.

~58-
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National Committee to Secure
Justice in the Rosonberg Case, was,
INTERNAL SECURITY - C;

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1940

Confidential informants identified in the report of
SA CLLVIN V. EVINS, Phoonix, irizona, datedM« 19 1957 | as T-1, 2,
3, L, 5, 6, 7 have ? furndshed reliable information in tho past.
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JUSTICE IN THE ROSENBERG C/SE, was.;
INTER4L SECURITY ~ C;
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT (F 1940

Enclosed herewith is rcport of S/. CALVIN W, EVAMS, Phoenix,
Arizana, datedAVG 1 9 1967

ADINISTR.TIVE
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instances wherc identities of the sources must bc cancealed.
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AT PHOENIX, MRIZONA . .

YAll follow and report tho activitics of the SOBELL Committce in Phocnix
and Tucsaon.
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Report of Si CALVIN W, EVANS, dated 2/1L/57, at Faoenix, lLrizana
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OFFICE KEMORANDUM .  UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO :  SAC, BOSTON (100-L442) DATE:g/24 /57
FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (100-%013)
SUBJECT:  SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY ' K

IS-sp
Source NY 2039-~-5* )
Reliability tho was in a position to furnish

this information.
Date of Activity 6/1/57, SWP liationel Convention

1l - Boston (100-442} ()
2 - Buffalo (100-6516) b
2
3

oC
icago

e e s —
eland - au

(1 -
- Clev

L - Los Angeles (100-17375) (RM)

(1 -~ Los Angeles 190- a Taror School)

(1 ~
(1 - b7
B e i
. ~ Minneapolis (100-124 94 - . .
1~ Mobile *m T 0= 071/ =87
1l - Newark (100-1984) (RM) ?’f‘“R"“E_D“"-;/'-y:""i’f’(‘::’;t—‘-"y—* ;
1 ~ Philadelphia (100-2036) (RH) i
.1 ~ Pittsburgh (100-662) (Ri) /=250 G TIN LR
1l - St. Louis (100-5238) (RM) (::“—*"hr-na;¢iﬂ
3 - San Francisco (61-330) (RM) N T T =
(1 - San Francisco 100- ) (California Laber- J66Y .
(1 - San Francisco 100 ) (Independent Sociclist TForufl)
3 - Seattle (100-386 R4
23 - New York (100-4013) | _
(l - bjo

(1 - NY 100-7629) (Coninfil NAACP) (7-2)
(1)- NY 100-3620) (Comnittee For Protection of Foreign Born)(7-2)
(12 - NY 100-1071})~(Connittee To Secure Justice For Morton

vt 07/ Sobel) (7-2)
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Letter to SAC, BOSTON
NY 100-L1013

The source furnished information conce=ring the
proceedipgs of the National Convenitlon of the Sociallst liorkers

Party (8U/P) held 5/31/57-6/2/57. at Verdermenn's Eall 160 3rd
Ave.. NYC. This memorandum contains information furnished

by the informant on 6/1/57.

It is noted that in many cases the informant
could not furnish the icentity of the spealier nor the complete
text of each speech or other convention undertaking. 1In cases
of incompleteness dots, blanks or lines have been inserted
to signify incompleteness.

A copy of this memorandum is belng designated for
each office having an active SU/P branch for the purpose
of inforration.

A copy is elso being desigdated for files containing
individuals mentioned by the informet. Lowever, it should be
noted that these names were furnished pho"etﬁuali by the -
informants.

In some cases. as indiceted., the rames of speakers
have been identified by inlornmation received {ron cther
informants.

Copies Cont'd fron front pace

1 - NY 100-4931 (CP, UsA) (19-1) - | :
NY 100-129802 (CP USA) (Covﬂter Intelligence Program) {(19-1)

b1l

NY 100-6680 (Inaependent Sociglist League) (7-3)
9¢
12-1k4)

NY 100-95240 (Labor Youth League)

. | Ve . - b 7¢C
- NY 100-1“912 (Socia ist Iabor Phrt") (7-3)
NY 100-49738 (Socialist Party) (7-3) :
b7C -

NY 100~116C17 (Socialist Union of America) (7-3)
~ NY 100-129859 (Socialist Unity Forum) (7-3)

~ NY 100-80693 (Young SocialistzLeague) (7-3)
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‘The gquestion has been ,... that ....
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(male spealrer) House come to order plecase.

{male speaker) Now, we have becn tol¢

that for administration to settle on the Negro gquestion, that
* because of*tthe ... and not extend any sense.
now

e will/procecd with the spealters list.
v+ o make sure evoryone whe wants to speak is on the list.
If there are any additlonal speakers they may have their
names put on the 1list at this point. If when yourname
18 called you do not wish to speak, p*case indicate
and we will strike your name.

DEE Detroit
(male answer) Yes

JEAﬁ, Cleveland (female answer) Yes

RUTH, Seattle ‘ S,
oo Seattle ...,

(female answer) I wish to give ry time to
JEAN from Cleveland.

(male speaker) I submit to the convention ,
that comrade .... gave her time to andther comrade. . . o ,
I'll put 1t to a vote, £1ll those in favor., Aye. . O
A1l those opposed, No, Jotion nade that comrade
«se Zlve her time to another comrade,... Raise
thelr hands,

(speaker can be heard to count to 15)

All those opposed (spealker asain heard to
count to 15) That was a very ....

...3._
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Well, 1t's a tie vote. I will cast my vote in favor .
of a longer ....of time. )

JAXK LAUDERT, TOM, ELLEN, CLYDE ....
CLARA, NATE, NAT, JONES, POWER, ALVIN.....

Are their any names that have hot heen
listed? All right, I point to a good suggestion...
everybody has ... to 5 minutes, Donft feel bad if
you have to be cut off in the nilddle because we
want f£o treat everybody...

{female speaker) I wonder if you have
the 1ist in the order in which youtll eallioff.

(male speaker) We'll have... 212 from the
top.

(female speaker) Well, 1f there are no .
objections, I would like to speak after some of the
other comrades have spoken., I'm a little close to
the top.

(male spealker) ...I'11l push your name down.
(femalc speakerj Thank you.

(Male speaker) All right, the lst speaker
is DBE of Chicago.

(male speaker)... the way I understand the
problem, we have to have a fundamental base, Ve
think that capitalism is a world phenomena. Since JIM CROW
1s a part of capité4lism, - Lt 1is also a thesis of
vwerld type, Now my .... because of the international
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feats of capitelism / JIM CROW al though the forms

may differ © throirghout varlous sections of the country
bu¥ 1t happened in Spain, and "for this reason I fecl
that there 1s a direct relationship between the loyalist
government and the povernment of the .... pcople of
America. , : '
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(Unsub male speaking) - ~ - I feel that there is
a direct relationship between the Loyalist Government and
the government of . . . people of imerica. I hate to
show that the bezinning of the Civil Var . . . the next
step surrounds the upsurge . . . the right of the NLD along
with the March To Washington movement . . . now there 1is
one point of criticlemthat I have of the Communist
presentation of the eizht point , . ., and I say ., . .
has been instrumental in ralsing the stiuggle to a much
higher level . , .

The above unsub male concluded the speech '
by stating in general that the SWP ls the Farty with the
sclutlon to the problem and that the whole Left Wing
agrees that the common goel 1s Soclalismn.

Unsub wor.Ln malies & mostly unintellizible speech
regarding the leadershly of the negro movement, nonhe
violence , Pacifism, the War Resistence Lea~ue, the ISL
and MARTIN LUTHER KIIG, Stre concludes by pointing out what
the SWP must duv to bring about nezroeguality.

: (Unsub woman spealing) - -« - Comrace I would
like to take up briefly the .relationship of the negro
question to our anti-Stalinlst work., The nesro question,
as far as I'm concerned is one of the most important

weapons in our compalgn, I say this because , , .

- Unsub woman continues with an apparent attack
on the part the CP is taking in tire hegro strugzle. ©She
described actlivity at CP meeting she attended as follows:

"And we had one nezro present in the audience . ., .
after the tallk, someone In the audience got up and asked
a very simple question, Vhy dont't we have negroes in the
audience? The leadership there answered the question very
simply, there are no govermment jobs . . . and, therefore,
we don't have any negroes, However, I took the oprnortunity
to take the floor and relate the fact that they have no

..6..
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negroes today, cannot attrast negroes todey, to their
incorrect, theoretical approach, particularly. the question

of . . . There was quite & reaction to this, one CP iani )
and fille member , . .There wasa.nember there who was sincerely
interested in eliminating prejudice and sne could not stand
any attack on the party approach, Any other question, in any
other field ., we might admit error, she sald, but not on the
negro question, UWe have done too much work, too muclh activity
and have been in the negro struggle too long. And she

eunded by practically soboing that the negro people wlll come
back into the cp.

(Unsub female continues) - ~ - However, those
negro people wun't come baclt into trhe CP. The negro people
have completely . . .

I consider the nezro question so important for
two main reasons. One, the SUP has to divide the revelution
leadership in this country in all questions, not exclusively
of this one. Second . . .%We have an" opening hLere by which to .
chip away those revolutions in the CP on this question. ’
This question will definitely shake people vp and cause - |
them to stert thinking e s+ ¢ 1n conclusion I want to say .
+« « « €nable us to carry our revolutionarjy.sfandarde in ell
flelds including the negro stiurgle, which like every other
social phenomena 1s” subject to completse 2ralyslis and not
merely -« « o

An unsub male then gave a speech mestly unintelligible
regarding the negro struggle and national minorities,
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(Unknown male speaking) We.....oppressed ,
people, Ve have to keepdive tne conflict of the )
right of self determination. Now the right of
self determination is not wihat the Stalinists
mean. You want to attack tue Stalinists. Waat
eseesssss.unified inspection of self determination
in the first place that.........of self determination
ceeesses Vil people what they are. That's not a
seseasss.lat @all, Our ......... of the rigat is
Just the right. We lnow what we lnow.........that
our associates called.........0f the.........
ggngerned.........we feel the mutual people want

hat.

The speaker continued. However, the meaning
©of hls speech was... unintelligible except -
for a few words and phrases, which standing alone,
had no meaning.

i we - s 07 t
. R E
L)

oL R

_-.@K,.-w-,- Ly

5
s



RMJ: Jb
S

N¥ 100-4013

Unknown subject male: I do not believe
this should Le considered .,... These ave ideas I
had before I came to the convention, and these
discussions here have only strengthened those
convictions, I want to point out particularly to,
the practical approach on the subject. What I feel
is this, These resolutions should be held over
and that any vote at this time would be incorrect.

, Unknown subject male: .The next speaker will
be ;.. to be followed bY ...s

Unknown subject female: Comrades, I understand
the unrest and uneasiness that you fezl, There 1s
a-... attack being made on an innocent document that
doesnt't say these things. that Conrade FRASER and hils
supporters malntaln are belng sald. low this is
a typical kind of a discussion supporters try to lead

off the fact that the differences are as ... not clear,

It 1s because this key resolution 1s in my oplnion not
the kind of a clear cut unambigulous presentation

of the Natlonalist concept of the Fegroc guestion has
indeed been glven by the speakers here today including
Comrade EREITMAN and Comrade DAN ROZERTS, It 1s an
ambiguious resolution., It is a contridictary resolution,

" It is an all inclusive resolution which (several words

omitted) whole difference towards this thinz and
individuals in the party. All.thrown together on the
basis of line two ... of a line that is admittedly
our concerni, Does that mean then that where necessarily
be centered in looking for differences if you discern
such a line that is fundamentally wrong and therefore
seems to loose the nature of the function. MNo I
don't agree that 1t is an unwarranted skepticism that
is being attested here but frankly slong with the
fact that suddenly out of years waiting out of a
history of seven years in the party, even though this
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1s the first time to go into 1t (several words omitted)
Comrade FRASER ... the criticism that in 1951 and azain
his approach was to warn of the danser in calling

a party (several words omitted) leading to our final
decision on the Negro colonialist concept of the Negro
question (several paragraphs unintelligible),

Now I am very glad to see today in the discussion
that there was a much more serlous approach to the
criticisms as there was by Comrade BREITMAN, Ve
cannot laugh away, ridicule away, or import away
the erlticlsms even though they are irritating and
even though they are s¢:ses. We must try to understand
what 1s being criticized here and what our fundamental
stand 1s on thils questlon. We cannot say what's wrong
with you boys, what ars you ecomplaining about, aren't
you ever happy, what difference does 1t naite what
you ¢all it as lonz as it 1s good whatever it is, Come
then 1s this the attitude of a Marxist orlentation?

Is it correct to =may, well I can call it a Natlonalist
struggle, a raclial struggle, a raclal guestion, but

an anti-national question, etc, znd so on goes the
national question. No Comrades we have got to define
and be critical and exaet in our terris. We have

got to lmow how to characterize new terms and to determine
which ... are dominent. Lre the National ,.. of the
Negro struggle, are the non-National, anti-National
intergrationists aspects of the Neg”o struggle
predominent in this unity of officials? 1Is that how

a Marxist analizes and defines our Natlonallst or
non-Nationalist question. We cannot go on year after
year saying the hope for the Negros (several words
omitted?; The struggle will decide (several words
omitted The ultlmate directlon of the struggle depends
how Marxists analize and characterize.

-A’--‘l - »" ) ) - 10 -
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Unltnown subject male: I thinic that too
much time 1ls spent ;.. to read &and study up ...,
But in reading last night, hurriedly, I came to this
conclusion regarding KIRKS .... So (several words
omitted) for the Negro strugzle for equality. That -
first of all (several words omitted) and in order to
solve the problem of inequality 1t 1s necessary to destroy
the capitallst system, That is my understanding of
our position (several words omitted). And going from
. this comes the ldea that we have freedom to criticize
the Negro leadership the same way that we can criticize
the leadershlp of the American Labor Movement., In
my opinlon in our approach, both Negro ard white persons,
we can come out complei iy with our new program and let
the people say we never tried that program but that
we have a few (snags) 1n our approach, in our political
approach, to the N¢gro Movement Just as we do in
our personal baslis with the Negro individuals, We
can never attempt to have a ... attitude ;.. that Negro
people are fine and wonderful and that we can't eriticil:e
them and the other thing which 1s that we can't consider
this with (several words omitted) and we have the
solution to the problem of Negro equality already
made and all the Negro people have to do 1s accept the
social system for what 1t 1s and their problems will
be solved., I think that ... must be ... Nezro purpose
+e¢ SpoOKesman and that these Negro militants, Negro
revolutionists, will be those ones that will be able
to lead the Negro people toward the solution of the
problem and the achievement of soclal equality.

Unknown subject male: The next speaker 1s
Comrade (WARWAK) of Chicazo followed by ... of Los

i

o
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Angeles; (WARWAK) Comrades, at the present conluncture
of the crisis of Stalinism and the ... lles (several
words omitted) that the Negro struggle is different
(several vwords omitted) will be done on the basis

of our correct approach to the Negro struzgle,

Therefore to have an ambligulous approach would be

even more disasterious than having it (several wox=ds ’
omitted),

Resolution. by IIRK contains this statement
and I quote “Theorc¢tically the profound growth
of racial solidarity (several words onitted) the Negro
people (several words omitted)". Is there a basis
for an economlc basis in thls countxy for the lezgro
people? Is there an econonilc basls? Do they have
their own economic institutions? Are they all put
together in the same ..,.? Do they have a separate
languaze? VWhat 1s the basis for this Natiornalism?
Mationallsm was ever around the Negiro movenent and at -
this stage of the development is completely reactionary,
and as the price of capitallsm deepens, the participation
of the Negro workers becornies more and more important,
1t becomes more (reactionary). Now Comrade FRASER on
paze six at the top says "above all the legro Movement
must become aware of the isolation ... that the labor
moverient doesn!t seem to do and as a consequence the
vorking class as a whole appears unmoved or concerned
vwith the Negro. strugrsle in the south; Then the Negro
wgrkerﬁ' movement can turn 1its back and go its way
alone; I ' : ‘ - ’

Such a (several words onmltted) it would set
baclt the labor struggle and would set baclt the Negro
struggle, The only way the Negro people can win
1s through unity., The major weapon of the capitalist

P T 3 1, Si D
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class 1s ... and when the Negros have (several words
omitted) the position that the only good white man
is a dead white man (several words omitted).

Now another thing that Comrade FRASER
has pointed out which the P.C. Resolution doces not
deal with is that what 1s necessary is a deeper
analysis of the Negro petty bourgeoisie, what 2s the
creative role they play, what is the relationship of the
Negro working class, what 1s thelr relatlonship to .
Socialism. This is very important (several words omitted)
question; This is a contridietion, the contridiction
isnt't ours, but nevertheless we must understand what
the contridiction i1s., My proposal 1s that we do
not take a vote on the resolutlon because there isa lot
that 1s unsaid,a lot that is iIncorrect on the guestion
of the Negro siruggle. :

Unimown subject male: The next speaier 1s
Comrade CLYDE of Los Angeles, to be followed by -
Comrade JONES of .:..-. '

CLYDE (female) Comrades, I agree wholeheartedly
with the spealier who immedlately pireceeded me, and
feel that he eXpressed my point of view in a nutshell
80 to speak. But I also wlsh to speak for myself, I
belleve that what 1s hapsening here today in that the dual
nature of the Negro struggle is manifested itself in -

the ... of our time. The upsurge of tae Nezro movement s

coincides as you know wlth the ebb of the revolution

and has had a profound effect on the thinking of 21l of

us and tends to crystalize (several words omitted). I

feel confident in our adbility to fight against the :

tendency to harden ourselves in whatever (several words omitted).



@ 8

RMJ: Jb

NY 100-4013

I think that this would not be the practical
solution for the party. But my prediction at the ‘
present time 1is a result of the very intense, and
I might add 44, study of the Negm-always feeling
as an integral part of the struggle of the Amerlcan
workers for Soclalism, Let me ;.. to a free ;..
which 1s represented by the resolution presented to
us by Camrade KIRK,

Now I'd like to go into the P,C. Resolution

(several words omitted) that the Political Resolution
presented to this convention would elaborate would
follow its line and make the line of that resolution
clearer to us as a result of our experiences in the mass
movement which has put us in %3¢ I would belleve that
the political resolution (several words omitted), and

I think the reason for this 1s basically the fact that
for some time the Negro movement, forwarded motion

of the Negro movement has not yet coincided with the
forward movement of the working class, I dont't .
mow what the political committee will do with thelr
resolution, I'm sure they will do the best they

can do on the basis of their thinking, But I must
welcome thelr decision that this is a beginning

of a serious discussion of the dual nature of the Negro

struggle.

| Unimown subject chatrman: The next spealceR L
is Comrade JONES, followed by Comrade POVWFRS: e ermen o b

JONES: Comrades, never have 80 few done )
so much as (several words omitted) in the 1956 presidential
campaign, It was a great inspiration to (several
words omitted) in various parts of South America
(several words omitted) past year., (Several words omitted)
this 1s a great problem (several words omitted) and

e e e e ST
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that of Comrade KIRK I find this, as a matter of fact, ) '
I found Comrade KIRK's resolution to be very evasive,
however in his presentation, Comrade KIRX thinl:s

(several words omitted) that the true revolutionary

party would have (several words omitted) of counterpointing
all of Comrade KIRK!'s positlion if not (several words
omitted) resolution for his presentation it seems

to me does not show thelr problem:; Therefore, though

I have several reservations on the P.C, draft resolution

I disagree with ... The general agrument being on .
(several words omitted) as presented by Comrade

ZWICHER (several words omitted) I should mention

‘to (several words omitted) one the, question of

separatness based page 26 which (construction two-

the questlon of-on page 27 of the resolution-in

reference to separatism I think-) it is my

conception ,.. the Negiro question is the question _
of ... class exploitation of the Negro (several words ..
omitted) it is the bourgeoises in 1ts oppression of

the legro masses and . . . . Wegro people. It is this
aspect of the Negro question (several words omitted) -of the.
colonlal and semi-colonial people, and herein in

(robs). The incentiveness of the Negro struzzle

in colonial revolution (several words omitted) here we
should be concerned (several words omitted) nezro

people, separatness and segregation go together,

. ees revolve and evole we cannot afford to give - ~+---4, 1
a false impression that we are for segrezatlion,we are . ovimmeiv-
not, have never been andwlll never be., The Militant, our

paper, can (several words omitted) record on this,

In reference to the two questions (several words omitted)

fall of 1955 we find one: it exposed the illuslon that

- the Negro people could achieve its freedom on {several
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words omitted) two:that it takes the initiative aw
from the Negro masses in the (several words omitted),
however, inasmuch as it has been sald by these comrades
that neither the question of separatism nor the
question of (several words omitted), we cannot-.

get to the masses except through the vanguard element.
We cannot get to them except, unless (several words
omitted) interest of the mass, that 1s the problem, -
Because (several words omitted).Uaiknown subject male
says, Comrade Chalirman I want a special privilesze - -
afforded Comrade JONES for some extra time. He has
long experierce in the south and was up here recently
on business and we have about 10 minutes extra that
we could afford. :

JONES: Wie must in spite of ... be sure, be confident,
that Af the generation of capitalism continues (several
words omitted) moreover we are confident that we
will build the kind of leadership necessary for

final victory over the liegro struggle., lle need that
leadership necessary for %several words onitted)to
capitalism, that is the obJect of the SUP, taat'!s .
why we are here today. .

o
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(Unsub Male Speaker) "Comrades the theory ... considered
by... we have tried to act, out particular obJection to the
draft resolution submitted by the PC is tlg- it carries
rejection for ... apparently the theory is that there is
National food for every question except the Negro Question.

Comra® BRIETMAN usurps his ideals to work within
the Negro Movement ... on the gquestion of what comes next as
related to something #.the nature ...

Comrade ROBERTS contends we have thceory and we
draw_a conclusion thereflom .., words concerning the draft
resolution and the 1948 resélution, )

- The 1948 resolution proved the March on Washington
Movement and the rise of the NAACP ...,. to the post war
sturggle. The resolution in part, stated that the -
Negro stnggle 1s an intergel part of the struggle of the
American working class ... and we conclude therefrom
... that the Negro workers are on the highest level of ‘
political understanding of the Amerlcan workers and that they-
understand the nature of the state better and that knew the
necessity of engaging in the marufacture ... that they . -
oppose 'the two party eystem, tit they recognize ... of the
state &rd concluded therefrom that the opportunity
of the Negro struggle and the lNegro Movement, that the
result be a great .»pression, the greatest depression ever
visited upon the Negro people, that they have ever
experienced in the history of the world, Ve made that a
part of the conclusion ... of the single task of this perlpd
was the recruitment of the Nepgro and development >f the

Negro average and that we could not do so if we had to -~ - fm*%*'iﬂh

reevaluate in out factories and our ...

The new reedution makes m ntion & this intolerabdble
sltuation., There has been & long period of relative qulet
Negro struggle which has not ... definitely overwhelming

- 17 - o |
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"... and from tHs we reject (unintelligzible phrasc) we see the
revoiutionary daracter of the Neyro struzgle tcday not as

a colored seoples (unntelligible phrase) the colonial

revolution 1s in a poor state thérefere the Negio struggle is 1n
a poor state and we have (0 ..." '

(Unsub fe.:ale Speaker) 'Yesterday there were tuwo
redclutions under debate, that strike cleariy. tuo very
different points of view analyzing the situation and
developments (unintelligible phrase) and I ... regardless
of which point of view I ... 1% was claar whal the
difference was when “today w2 seem to we feced wlth the
problem (unintelligible phrase) and for that reason 1 feel
that i1t is not proper to as!: a ninority resiution opposed
to a recommendation by the majority or unanimously oy the
political committee that 1s not as clearly defined, lies
the difference. I don't think the majJority resolution is
perfect in every respect, I thinic that a nunber of the
Coinirades undoubtedly poin@out and I am inclined to thini
eee the political committee will agree that the resolution -
could be improved but that does not change the basic ...
whilch is unhat.ye shiuid.be concz2rned with here today. -

- Te vork: ths word is the : . contdbuition mady by
Comrades that I think are noting who spoice in opposition
to the majority resolution and I don't think was an -
opposition but rether an improvement on the resolution
from the standpolnt of accusation against the majrotity
that they are pro ... and pro Stallnist i1s t5 my mind
completely false, However, the rebuttal question
by Comrade ... saying that we would amplify our position
.on th1's can be a futher explanation to maite it clear
if there is any doubdt about ,,. Comrades in the narty
or :.. individual outside the party I thiniz it's correct
(unintelligible phrase) that the political committee would
ohpct to this .,. recomiendation made by a me:iver of
Comrades, " .

The subject's spcech for the next .-+ minute-,
‘according to this informiant, was unintelligible and she
continues, " and due to the fact that it 1s not a problem -
facing us now, I can't segé&gnintelligible phrase).

- 18 _
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(Unsub Male from Seattle) "Comrades I bring to you sreetings from
the lett opposition ... from the Pacific Northuest.

I want to say that aliiost a year ago as a
result of the Khrushchev revalations and lace‘ as a result
of the series of events in roland and Hungar,, tnis group
was forred and 1t was forimed in a fraternal *elat;onuhip
wilth the SUP and Comrades of the Pacific Northuest.

There 1s right nouw no ... in the CP or in any of
the soclalist left today without the SWP. Asa a result
of the critical events and basing ourselves prinarily
on the criteria of the Democratic and the workas
council in Poland and in Hungary we took essesntially the
same politlical lines tht was e:xpressad in the iajeeity
. document of ...o"ganiacﬁons but had we ta.cen the l1line
that uvas expressed by tha documents put ouve about the same
tine the Marcy Gray documents, our proof that those elements
vhich were coming touwards us would have found ouradves
in a peculilar nosition of meeting ourselves cominy back
but we see qestion of thils leyro resolutlon we feel that-
we are everyona of our orijzinal group was azainst the
direction of thls revolution iruwedlately uvon reading
1t, In fact, I remaricd to one of the the Comrades
the fraternal distinction between the SYP and our Jroup ...
and a feellng of nostalgla for the old CP, U3A.... .

The @erumnist Farty for years has Crotned the..class

sprugsle ,., of te Negro question -in the chasna of

erroineous natlional analysis of a confounded ,.,. ti¢ have done

80 preelsely for the purpose of consolidating and

continuing of the line with the labvor btureaucracy ...

this solely of te period of thes s2cond %orld ‘ar ... in their

fallure to support the tlarech on irashington, nrecisely to

guarantee the bureaucratic policies of the labor unions ... and
. in 1its turn to support the policy of the presenti tureaucracy

of hands off the class strug;le agalnst ...

. This question of a correct analysis of the Negro
quastion In the United States 1is extremely.- lmportant
for all of us ... In my opinion i1t is the tod question
facing us today in conjunction with the regrouviient program,
\le cannot approach the rezroupment progra today without
approaching the Negro juestion,

-
.
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To show how i1t has zffected the Corununist larty
in the »re-convention elaction,risht up to the convention election
there vas ..., of Negro Conrades clected until at the
presant time they have the largest member of Megsroes in the
top Committee in the Comaunist Party in its history.

Because thils problem is one which 1s facing
the whole Ommunist Party now I uwont say any more, my time
1s up and I want to tkenic you for ziving me a good time
and hope we will have further dlscussion on tils queston.
I support the position taken by Comade KIRX rather e
than the position taiten by ... and the majority. Thanic you.




RJQ:dlo

- e @

NY 100-4013

An unidentified male speaker speaking at this
time, at length, gave a critique on THO!AS FRASER!'S
resolution discussing 1t generally and poilnting out uwnat
the spealer termed several errors of fact, and eopecially |
attacking the supposition in FRASER'S resolution that there

- exists inthe South any large movement of white women,

According to NY 2039-S*, the above speaker was

followed by a female speaker, not clearly ldentifled

by the informant, who spoke on the resolution and its
- «~ . relationship to the Negro struggle, the working class
&~ struggle, Marzist and Trotskyist analysis. According
to the female speaker, Negro and working c¢lass struggles
are the vanguard of mass action and the whole colonial
wgrld 1s Just the working class fighting the governing
cliLass,

The informant advised that at the conclusion of
the above speech an unidentified male individual, probably
a chalrman, stated that the last speaker concluded a 1list.
of speakers and announced that 1t washis desire that the -
convention adjourn by one o'clock, He then announced that
a vote would have to be taken. &

Next, according to NY 2039-S*, another unident'fied
male speaker spoke, He began with what he (the speaker)
described as the origins of the discussion of the Negro
question, the Negro struggle for equality and matters
of segregation., For the most part this speaker's
remarks were inaudible ~ but did, principally concern
the national struggle as opposed to and distinguishable
from the Negro struggle. According to the speaker,
the resolution did not differientiate between the two
distinguishable opposites,

According to NY 2039-S*, the last mentioned
speaker continued speaking for a considerable time.
However, because of the circumstances under which he
spoke most of what he said was inaudible and/or garbled '
and could not be clearly related by the infoimant,

-2] -
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It concerned, as mentioned above, the Negro problem in
the United States, segregation, LILLIAN SMITH'S book

on the South, Negroes, their thoughts and words, and the
churches! part in alding the Negro. The speaker also
discussed the 1941 march on Washington, the Roosevelt
administration policies, the NAACP and New York state
policy., It was also the speaker's opinion that union
leaders support the éivil rights movement., The speaker
discussed the foregoing convention resolution page by
page and also referred the.audience to the 19 resolution
and stated that it was never the 1ntention of the SWP
-to abandon that resolution.

NY 2039-8* stated that upon conclusion of the
above speaker’s comments, an unidentified female and an
unidentified male each proposed certain small specific
changes or amendments to the resolution,

Following the above, according to !TY 2039-S*,
several unidentifled individuals, male and fciiale, made
short comments relative to the voting which was to be held
shortly thereafter,

One of the 1ndividuals stated that he did not
know what they were voting for -~ and, another’ anstered
that the motion on the floor then was a motion to approve
the general plan for a draft resolution on the platform
of Negro equality and to authorize a continuing discussion
of aspects of the Negro question, ---

s B
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(Man speakin Yeeooes To introduce this
- amendment, the discussion of we feel is in the concrete,
the comrades who would vote for the resolution introcduced by
the ....... committee has doubts about these two points .....
determination. I therefore feel there 1s nothing in the
resolution without ....... and I therefore feel that we should
adopt as a method in amending ..... as an amendment to be
placed before the convention ,....

(Man speaking) (on proposed amendment) ceeeee
vote on amendment now to take out the referenced ......
amendment and therefore has to be debated and we'!ll be
here all afternoon ...... (Man continue speaking on fact that
amendment involves discussions and quite some time) We got
to get through with this so we can get over to the most
Important point of thls conventlon, the report on the improve=~
ment problem ,e.ceee0e We got to do that this afternoon.

: (Man speaking) .....leave 1t to convention
to decide. I withstand with comrade CAMNNON'S motivatlion and
he understands full well that I do not desire on getting .,
bogged down so we can not deal with this important question
coming up., I do think that we can dispose of this very
quickly on insisting on having this placed before the
convention. (vote taken)

(Man speaking) Comrades please be seated so
we can get the vote over with.(vote counted) _

(Man spealtdng) ecesese would like to make _
" announcement while the secretary 1s tabulating vote. The
credentials committee wlll meet thls afternoon in the back
of the hall.,

(Woman speaking) The panel scheduled for this

aftermoon .will meet at Adelphl Hall, 74 Fifth Avenue, AlSo
the nominating committee will meet thls afternoon ,.... The

- 23 =
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The Panel discussion will have names of the floor. Its on
the 10th floor. Three panels, dues, trade unions and
militants, who are meeting at 8:00 o'eclock tonight...
.thatt!s Fifth Avenue and 123th Street, about a block from
headquarters, ,

(Man speaking in announcement regarding vote
18 not OVer)eeeess (Man speaking)......also I would like
to request that an analysis be given regarding the
desegration be given in the Armed Forces. The reason for
o X and the implication of it. : '
L - (Man speakingz).....the vote tabulates for
the defeated resoluticn 54 and resolved S5.c¢.seee¢ 33 to 5 vote,
The presiding commlttee announces a recess until 3:00 o'clock,

(Male speaking) Comrades, we have now arrived
at the main order of business before the convention. Our
political offensive in the present regroupnient atmosphere
with the ,¢s0e.. Now, its useful to compare 2t zhis time
that all......that we use all of ouvr.....studiled
deliberttion.....over questioned program, organization and
conduct of all actlvities of the party are in each and
every instance a s..... circumstance aimed in the deductions
of breaking out and extending the .,... of the pairty and
thereby penetrating deeper into the mass movement of the
United States, Now we are now at that point where we can say
that circumstances are propitlous for extensive......so that
move, But we are rather at a Junction where we can expand
our influence vithin the ...... and in the process avall ourselves
of certain modest recruitment opportunities that are
present as we note of .... that exists within modern day .ceee
We feel that a situation in the leftist movement that 1s
in a complete state of flux and this 1s the situation where
we have to strike and strike where the iron is hot. And
it is precisely for that reason that this becomes our main
order of business at this convention, As you are all fully
aware the present shakeup of the mass movement does not

.-
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arise from pressure from the workers from ..... The ferment
in the eyes of a revolution has been precipated by the
world crises of Stalinism which is producing repercusions

in American polities primarily through the crises of the
Communist Party. The repudiationof Stalin has left pro=-
found shock in the Communist Party ranks with its false
ideological structures through which the revolutionary :
asplrations of the worker militants come into the Communist
Party at all...s..It 1S seeking toward the large scale

exodus from the Communlist Party that is still golng on.

It 1S.ceevceccneswlithin the Communist Party, precipating
.. Into an ..seees party and we hope that the next time that :
we. take the mass,.... democracy, a thirst for fresh political
thought,;a desire for a central re-examination of program in

a search for a return to a revolutionary move., I sSpeak

in that sense of those elements who have managed to hang

on through the years ....... 1n the Communlist Party and

still retaln a capacity to search for a revolutionary road
and se..... in out precious and .e..... we can made to help

to save the ¢eeseeese revolutionary party. Their arms

have shown a deslire to patronize the revoluticnary tendency
to prove that the SWP, the long taboos against Trotskyism -
essee and the attitudes.,.... for fraternal discussion with
these as against these deslires present in some sectfons of

tte ranks of the Communist Party movement and its periphery,
the Communist Party leaders are dodglng discussions of the
basic political issues, trylng to find associations with other
political tendencles within striet leadership control, making
Joint appeals 1n the name of the various organized duties ,.
essee Of the Communist Party to end factionalism within

the party, which 1s intended as a device to curb internal
deatruction, The leaders of the party and the people of

the party concentrate ...ees.. 0f the discussions of the February
convention which means promote the prevelant concept (eecese
exigtance with imperialism through the mechanism of a past
corroboration and anti-monopollism in the United States that
the ¢eeeeeee support of Democratlc Party politics. And not

a single member of the Communist Party of Natlonal statutbe
has shown any tendencies to move to the left in this instance.

1




w

AJG smiicp

® ®

NY 10054013

The oddity 1s that internal conflict continues within the
Communist Party between the ranks and the Bureaucracy and
the men in the Bureaucracy inself. The flghting remalns

in a general state of pszralysis faced with a ......
financlal crisesS.seseseeesessup to now the Bureaucracy has
been able to exercise its full control over the Party and
its actlivities insofar as 1its actlivities have been published.
Now in this shakeup, this crises within the Communilst

Party, this is clear, that the imperiallsts pressure 1is

on elements within the Communist Party are generally
reflected through the crystalization of the Gates wing, X

> which has come into being under the impact of the Stalinist

ocrises. Thls group is predominantly middle class in its
composition. Thils program is one of conciliation for

the Social Democrats, political Bureaucrats, Conservatives,
Negro leaders,; seseecessseso A trend of simllar motive is
developing in this dissident elements outside of the Communist
Party, and the elements from both of these forces are
animated by our anxiety to prcmote the concepts of the so-
called anti-monopoly coalition in an effort to zain :
respectabllity in pro-imperialist c¢ircles. Soie of the .-
ex~Trotskylsts are maneuvering in this ...... Stalinist
maneuver, The Clarl:~Bartell tendency has met a conciliatory
attitude toward Stalinism ...... They're exhonerating then-
selves through divergent and sundry formations to the notlon
of Bureaucratlc self-reform with respect to the seees
questlion of the political revolution, They're .seos.. and

faction politics in the Democratic Party. They!'re advocating .

an all inclusive National political -formation and have rigged

~ up toward this end a party known as the Soclalist Unity

Forum (SUP), which has been unity ...e¢se., particulariy
around New York for some period of time. The Cochranites
are moving toward abdicatlion to the labor Bureaucracy
repudlating the concept of a revolutionary vanguard body
and legallzing themselves pasturing ...... as politically
uncommiltted discussion brokers ..ssses.s Who are running a
magazine called the American Soclallsts, operating a
lecture Bureau with ..... set up to promote public support,

- 26 -




" AJG:mmcp

e v e

NY 100-4013

They offer absolutely no program of action. They have an
absolutely un s.s¢... Open mind on any and all ...... At the
time of the split of the then Cochranites group as a whole
in 1952-1953, we made mony iesolutions at that time and an
evaluation has been confirmed by the genesis of this group
and by the splitting of this group into the Trotskylst
-element on one side and the Clark-Bariell element on the
other. As we said and ag life 1s demonstrating what they
have placed in common is abandonmert of revolutionary
Soclalist positions under the pressure of prelonged isolation
from that lmmenent. Apert from ourselves, ....... the _
Communist Party would dominate the next label ......, this

o lead them into their concilliatory approach toward

the Stalinist position. Cochrane saw the ....... Bureaucracy
has been super possible through leadership of the masses

by any radical party. You!ll remember tnat during the
debates that they describe our own position before the

split in 1953 in describing thelr own positions ......

ad being to the left of the workers. We held on the L
other side that class stiuggle participated by the apitalists
contradictions will invariably break the .......and open

an opportunity for the .ee.... for leadershlp over the workers..
We saw the Stalinists as our chlef rival for leadership in
the ¢ee¢s.es positions and ,...... and subsequently managed
secesss tO confirm our evaluation. HNow fairther to the right
among the ex-Trotskylsts are the Schactmanites who

aplit dowvn the middle in 1939 or 1940 over the Russian:
question on the one of the Second VWorld War after we

" shared Cochrane'spessimism about the probability of the
radical movement winning leadership over the workers in -
eesessse Upsurge, The political evolution of the Independent
Socialist League, the Thactmanite organication, traces

right straight back to their Russlan position during

. 1939 and 1940, They abandoned Marxist criteria in evaluating
the Stalinist degeneration of the Soviet Union and in doing
80, cut themselves loose from ....... and they have since
drifted steadlily to the right under the pressures of
imperlalism. Today they'!re seeking fuslon with the
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Soclalist Party and this particularly through the outright

pro-imperialist position of the Soiial Democrat Federation..

They're moving toward ....... imperialist foreign

pollcy, support for the lador burzaurscey as entry into
Pemocratic Party polities., Now if you'll care to listen
for an explanation on thls.partly in the supplementary
report coming from thce wife of a former .eceecceccece

Now lets look at this view....... The Soclalist Party
sesssee The Soclal Democratic Federation as 1t 1s now
known 1s sending out ....... 2all up and down the line
against Independent Stalinlists and against ex-Trotkyists.
They now make a condition in getting into their setup,

as NORMAN THOMAS put it in an article in the"Socialist
Call" last December, repudiation of Lenninism ....... They
bar any form of colaboration with pro-Soviet elemsnts.
And this policy of the SP-SDP is beglining to take the
concrete form ...ee.. which reflects the impossibllity
of any revival of an old style popular front such as

the ....... There 1s no longer any room for the ..ceeee
maneuver between lmperialist rivals as ...... Second .
World VWar. United States capitalism is ....... 2 single
lmperialist ...... for its assault on the colcnialist
revolution of the workers state and that excludeg any pre
cold war form of a colitlion of domestic politics in the
United States., Those who refuse to capltulate to the
pro-imperialists coalition are left with the cholce betw.en
Stalinism and revolutionary Socialism. Now I want to
describe to you very briefly the surge of the American
forum for Sccial Education to illustrate this point. As
you are aware publlic analysis of the cecriteria of the
American Forum 18 no more ....... The Forum is founded

on two baslc propositions. One, free panel discussions,
Two, the principal of non-exclusion. What that boils
down to 1s the facts of the basic concept of the
subversive list of the cap tallst government. This forum
was no more announced than the New York Times.practicing
in a dress sult published an editorial that/gilggosition
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would help to bring the Communist Party sut of 1ts
isolation and therefore it is not good for the courntry
and 1t is not good for Socialism, That was the linc of
the New York Timea, The Dally NewsS, .s..e.. had 1its.

very restrained headlines concerning the Amerilcan

Forum said look into this problem and calls for the

Senate Internal Security Commlittee to investigate the
Forum, HERMAN SINCER (PH) of the Soclalist Democrats
PFederation rushed into the press with a denunclation of
the Forum as he attacked with great .e¢s... down the line
and in a matter of elght days after the announcement of
the Forum, the Senate Internal Securlty Committee began
to 1issue subpoenas gome members of the Forum and some
people who weren't members of the Forum ceee.es AS you
know, they replied by A, J, MUSTE who «ee.... but what's
crystal clear is that from the point of view of ..cccee
they are out to try to smasihh the creation of any kind
eesssss Of international imovement that vollutes the
concept of subversiveness and that means these sannot
under any circumstances be the kind of a popular front
coalition +.ss..o Now 1ts 1Interesting to observe that the-
formatlon .....es the first tlme wilth the exclusion of the
Communist Party. It didn't exclude the Soclalist

Workers -Party (SWP) itself, they didn't come rightvout

and do that .eceese a3 group of dissident Stalinists and

a few other freelance individuals ....s.. SiiP Insisted on
the right of the Communist Party (CP) to be present.......
and thus pose the issue clearly ..e.... NOWw 1n spite of
the fact that we have enought support to hang on to this
forum that 1t looks like we have a fighting chance of
continuing in business and begin to malie ains eececee

in our recrultment efforts to reach see.... elements with-
in the radical movement. Now as to the CP itself, the.
CP remains in business today only as an agency of the
Kremlin Bureaucracy. It stands politically bankrupt,
morally seceses and weak .¢s.... Its fate 1s invariably
tlied to fate of Soviet Union seeeeee and 1t survives .eeeeee
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To recognilze these facts are ..... group around FOSTE
have ..s¢s.+ political revaluation in Zastern Furcpe

and the Soviet orbit (.ececeeceesss Outzet of the clash
sseeeess Maneuver for a .seesees. position .eve... against
the rebels of the party. During the onening days of the

. ert3ls in the CP the GATES wing appeared to be gaining

steadlly in strength (.ececesseeese galn a neasure of
internal democracy in the party. That process seems to
have reached its high tide around the time of the

... Hungarian uprising when the GATES group came into
.. focusgcomplete with a break from Moscow control. Political
wessoige Hungarian revolt +...... shift toward de-

Stalinization ....... The FOSTER faction ...es.. GATES
group within the ®. They made a compromise with the
POSTER factlon on February 9, es...... and there they both lost
thelr last chance to win ....... and constitute an
independent group. Sirnce that time, a Fosterite ceeeeee
They opened the attack on the GATES group ....... and
then appeared to have won FOSTER significant support among
the worker elements remaining in the party. Then, the
FOSTER group sought to remove GATES hiuself as the Editor
in-Chief of the "Dally Worker" and under this attaeck
they begin to push the Gatesites ....... and tie Fosterites,
including FOSTER, himself, has recently beeil taidng ceceeess
position ....... The GATES leadershlip make their faction
prisioners of a balance of power deal with DENNIS who up to
this point ,¢.... typlcal Stalinist group., Then, ccecees
we affiliate with neither FOSTER nor GATES and thereby

. esase stimulate representation of revelious elements
withl® the ranks of the party ....... The Fosterltes
‘have bProadened ....... suspensions of several individuals

in California who have been sympathetic £to the .ceesees
SWP. Now this 13 another ¢,¢e..es sStep toward ,eesees
Stalinism concept within the CP.see... This put the
writing on the wall for the Gatesites., The Fosterites
appear to be preparing to deepen this faction and to
intensify attacks along tills line ceecececeeseess Since
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the main proponent of the GATES faction is involving in
& Soclal-Democratlic direction, this elzment remains
under a strong compulsion to escape from Kremlin
domlnation and since ...c... can't be tclerated, we can
therefore assume the probability of a ....... and
clearly FOSTER 1S Now .seeese I've Just heard that a
political revolution could upset the Fosterite .......
But appears doubtful now that any organized split of
serious proportions could result, It seems more

likely that there would by another internal shakeup within
the party leading to present losseg throush thelr time
eessasoiwithin the party, and the CP wouldcogain be seeeeee -
removed......s Because £0 long as the Kremlin Bureau-~ :
cracy manages to hang on in 1its dictorial rule over

the workers and ....¢s., the CP wlll have a rcason to
exiat, and will remain an obstacle to the bullding of a
revolutionary soclalist party. FEven under complete and
total Fosterite domination, the CP will remain a faction
of a group of dissidents that wlll...c.ecvee.00. induce
confusion and disorientation in the regroupment

prosesses ....sss Bubt what I would like to say to the
Stalinist cececee :

The revolutionary soclalist tendengy which
we represent today ....... stands in a much more
favorable relationship of forces....... The CP now has
less chance of repeating its trall of the 30's like
dominating .e.eesses that's provided the Stalinists are
- opposed by firm, principiled, revolutlonary socialist
party capable of thinkingz of itself as a mass movement
through the creation of the class struggle ceeeese
Given these conditions an antil-Stalinist, anti-imperlalist
party can be expected to play a leading rule in the next
esessse NOW Only results will determine whether that
party will be the SUP 1n its present form as a new party
created through the fusion of the 3WP with the revolutlonary
groups that are emerging ....... In any case it must be a party
with a revolutionary socialist program and it will
repreésent the political vindleation of our long struggle

fo b
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. 1in the defense of a revolutionary principles. The surest

+ guarantee for the emergence of a serious revoluticnary
socialist party will be out continual ccncentration

on the leftward moving elements for the duration of

the regroupment periocd and ouvr main attention must

be concentrated on the CP as a group with the object of
reaching leftward moving elements in the party and its
periphery who want to overcome the c¢risls of leadership,
vork out correct programmatic positions, and seek a

fresh start to bulld a revolutionary party. We concur
with their concluslion that the first step toward a

.return to revolutionary position are the ......., independence
gt from Kremlin domination and establishment of democratic

- rights within the party. We share the revolt of these
esesaes Within the CP zgainst the concilllitory policy toward the
social democrats and the union bureaucrats ...ec..

However, we must do all we can to help these elements

to understand that 1t is a reputable question for them

to support the FOSTER faction against the GATES faction
milieu. Our task is to help them toward a realization

of a need for a distinct revolutionary trend organized
within the CP in opposition to both FOSTER and GATES and-
we must do all we can to reach these potential revolutionary
elements before they leave the party in dlsgust and fall
into a position where it will not be possible to reach
them. Our attention must be directed toward .cavese

soclal democratlc clicles .sceseescesceee AS 2 part of

this general process, we must also be alert to attract
militant elements within that group who are ....e.. by
objective pressures tovard a higher level of political
contributions of these lefter and moving elements ..ceese
cannot be XX and all the es0senassscoens tendenCieS
which are mutually antogonistie. There the pro-imperialist
soclal democratic tmndency who stand opposed to both the
Stalinists and the revolutionary groupPeecsese

P2
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" Unidentifled male speaking —=~--~- the second
fantasy--inaudible--who has manifaested the FOSTER group
-==for expiration into the Social Demceratle group and
who as a unity---of the whole Demsceratic--Party are
hostile to the revoluticnary Soclalistposition,

The third fantasy 1s the revolutionary Socialist

fantasy which will attach no political consessions event to
the proletariat or thd Jpro=-Stdlintst position: R

(Unmanly) the regroupment process constitutss

- @===-==--0f the latenship of forces between these three

basi¢ew====~, In that sence the ~--~~turning point is the
=====revolutionary party in this country, ==-~- we are
seeking a fusion of all of the revolutionary Soclalilst
elements into a single political party. . party----generally
by firm adherence-==-- rincipals; a party which legal from
~==s50c¢ial democrats by a tangible workers state---~~; a party
~-~=from the solids by the force of-----revoluticn against
the ruling forces in the Scviet sphere, As a {irst step
towards regroupment we have to lead free discussions to
darify potent ideas----~-through our press, through
¢irculation of our publications=--~~~~the promotion. of
public debate, through such instrumentalities as the
American Forum and other devices.~~~-=--at the same time as
we—ee-part of this discussion--—--unintelligible——cecena~e
aspect of our political regroupment the Nationrnal Committee
recommends to the conventlion that we lcdze a program offensive
against all the papers of -~---demcc¢racy in putting forward
the revolutionary program of workers democracy., Ve must

take cognizance of the fact that the crimes of Stalinism

as (slew) in the minds of the masses a fear of dictatorship.

»
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A determination that they donft want in any
way, Shape, or form a repercussion of what they have seen
or believed to be that what appeared 1n the Soviet Union.
Our problem is to bring the truth to these workers, to
bring to them a realizatvion of what is the revolutionary

. concept of the Soclalist state of the Soclalist movement

of freedon for the workers in their organizations. In
projecting this program we want to be on one side to
consclously and militaptly =----normal thinking against
the fake democratic~ewemcecepfnenaca- and their socilal

" " democratic cousinas and all the other cockroach pgucdo

democrats that are going around bringing that caliber

of politics in the high rame of democracy, and on the other
side we want to pmject what is the real revolutionary concept
of a workers democracy which is workers democracy in
truth---the question of civil rights for the workers and thelr
unions, for the masses and a2ll the mass organlzations in

this country., And for the democractic privilese =-lnaudible--
concepts first lnnumerated’ in the-----unintelligilble

‘fat between their ears (Joke) (laughter} (anplouse)=---

to break up this business of centralized dictatorship----
and smash----of promlsed rights of the locals ths break up
of. Bureaucratic gains--~-a general house ¢leaning all up and-

_down the bank and that 1s point one of what a real workers

denocracy means,

Point two to demonstrate-~-what worlkers democracy

is and as it should be practliced in a inass novement and as

it will be conceived in a revolutionary soclallst state
and here are-----examples,

A party founded on ‘~=-=¢oncept .dedicatod to a ravelutionary

-=outlook, & party that has full 1lnternal democracy in arriving

at declsions from policy and then to make acticn the very

ultimate decislion, The concepts as manifested by the very living

reality of our democratio revolutionary party and by which

o

- 34 -

el ——

%




‘Igb FPC:pak 1'L

(3

NY 100-4013

program for workers party will be in the Soviet sphere.
The full working class contempt of the Sovieteweemcaaca=;
the freedom of the Soviet party; the right to strike;

the violate right to criticism; the full-vew-- control
OVeremcmemem~e—unintelliglible=wew--=eathls is a concept
that projects-----and recommended to this convention that
the incoming natlonal comnlttee be authorized and
instructed to prepare in detall for an organized offensive
projJecting the general and revolutionary concepts of
woricers democracy as one of our blg sticks to wheel
against all the fakers in the=-----inaudible.

Also that-==«~=the maximum degree-----tralnmembers
of the dlffoir¢ni.~m==~-and especially in those areas vhere
we see any possibillity of trying to-e—ecemca-- arriving,=ewe-
common good---inaudible. < .

Now experience has shown that our political e
approach tothe Leftist Movement elements terds to touch
on these big stages-----lnaudible----and in general the=-—e
inaudible-~discussion----cdefense of clvil liberties, '
the support of the people!s struggle, equality, resistance of the

anti labor defensive, struggle against anti-lNegro eri R

rloyment and equal wage, the fight for democracy, and ]
simllar 1ssueS-~e=-w~—-with support of the foreirn policy
with mass political action involving K 1iraudible (sounded
like individual's name) with regard to the responsibilitles . ...
within the CP-~-~1inaudible this phase 2{ the discussion
takes the form around the cuestion of----tnintelligible
and in the case of the Young Militant in---~the Sccial
democratic sphere-~--~in both instances the discussion
leads to the-—---~unintelligible labor varty concept of the
~me-==politics ° in the Democratlc Party, and this trend
of cowrms leads in turn to theeeeccneeofcmenaaa. Soclalist
élection campaign which now has a double value for us in
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that----inaudible and serves as a means to holp. us
roach-----inaudible that s»o arriving here and there
within the mass movement,

Ve should do this when ever we can 1n tle
year 1957 and above all we will try to use the maximum
extent the NYC---inaudible to keep the whole party in
this regard, Now in these instructipn the---inaudible
party policy has changed----lnaudible----extent we only

the case of CP elements it has called suppoxrt of the political
revolution as-~-~-inaudible, Wishin the Social democratic
sphere~~---unintelligible with advance to worker'!s states
and---~---unintelligible.

In both instancesfﬁggcussion at this stage has been
to arrive at a point where it opens the way toward an
alternate----unintelligible to-~--of the basic concepts of
a permanent revolution and that is where--—---- unintelligible-~
of a political understanding., While the proolematic "
discussion 1s taking place we advocate proper action
on specific issues. These actlons help to promote a
fraternal feeling as wasvery graphically 1ilustrated
in the May Day held a year ago in which facllitieS~e=w
political expresson up anddown the line, =----unintelligible
~-=helps to create a discussion atmosphere and the actions
then themselves tend to stir--«-uninteliligile progran
positions and of course that facilitztes by the fact that
we only reserve the right with our program to a close extent--
unintelligible that we deem acdvisable in these defenses. General
terms the possibilities of--~unintelliglble concerning common
actions are determined by two basic criteria, One under
no circumstances will we agree to any xind of acton that
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contemplates crossing class lines (in morals)., Two

any common action organized must{ be realistic in view

of the given opportunities in which we are not going
to~~-~render in these aztions, But within this framehork we
can be thankful in our approach'and vigorous in our

efforts to utilize thils instrument as ancther weapon

in our political offensive, Now the charge has been made
that numerous quarters think our whole approach to
regroupment 1s one massive (trading) organizatiay that we

. are out for Jjust one thing and one thing only and that 1is

to steal~~-unintelligible~~-that chargo 1s false:in fuil,
Now we must make this decision in our policy and in our
conduct with regroupment---~~unintelliglible----because

' we don't think that we need---~unintelligible--~-that

we. are not like a bunch of peanut merchants, we are
trying to find every vital force that can be one to
~-=—unintelligible--~strengthen the vancuard of the
revolutionary Socilalist party. Now we re.ect any attempt
to brand as-----unintelligible---~how:zver, our gesture -
toward fraternity with the mambers of otiier tendancleg==--
or the publication in our press of materials submitted by
individuals from other tendancies-----and we reserve the
right to comment objectively-~--unintelligible-----if the
Stalinist or the Social Democrats try to----unintelligible.
our invitation and fail to accept to-~--~unintelligible---~
of false charges at least----unintelligible----we wanf to
be able to shcw clcarly wlhere . the responsibllity lies
--==-=unintelligible and we must be:weady to zo half way

in working out---similar problems of better varty
relations----unintelliglble~~-of tho regrcupment oprogram,
Now we do not make a---~--unintelligible and inaudible
---===0f the organizatioral question----unintelligible
history of our party back in the mid 1930!S=eewth@e---
League of America----a year or so later, This party
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entered the Soclallst party----unintelligitid——e-~ we

ware looking not always----to 1incressing revolutionary
Socialists~=~-unintelligible-~---expeiled from SP---

mergad i1nto the SWP which revresented any charges from

the Communist Leaguz2 cf America that had been throun cut

of the CP in 1928 and-~--unintelligible----ye are entirely
unintelligible provided that it is founded on a revolutionary
Soclalist-=--unintelligile provided that 1t constitutes
1tself as a----unintelligible~—--party fimly revolutionary.
prineciples, international revolutionary outlook and--=--

* democracy----~community of action, Baslcally our principle

organizational obJjective may be sumarized as follows:

We are working to bring about a fusion of all
revolutionary Soclalist parties into a single party
~==~unintelligible---gsecond connect the party with the
mass movement----tnse <That left wing cn mass action
induced by the-~--unintelligible---and through it!'s work
will gonerate responsivendss for Sotlallst aims to a
program of~-=--unintelligible-==-split the lzador movement -
with the democratic party and create a labor party based °
on unions in the life of ~==--people wWorkel'S-—em=; .
establish a workers and people!s government and move forward
to the abolition of capitalism and the establishment of
a Socialist party. End of talk,

Unidentified male speaker spolie of the SWP!s
problems concerning regroupnient, He also spoke of the
increase of interests since 1950 in the labor movement,
He was critical of the ISL and of MAX SHACHTMANe
(This talk for the most part was unintelligible,)

An unidentified male voice made an announcement

" which was for the most part inaudible concerning the

function to be held at Adelphi Hall, 74 Fifth Avenue,
New York City. He also mentioned the Committee .for the
Protectlion of Foreign Born,
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Unidentified male speaker, This individual
spoke concerning regroupment and told what apparently
were Jokes as there was some laughter. Voice was
1na.ud.kbleo

-39 -
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Un male: ... 'We have a collective, social and political
program... & Marxist theory that's correct in my
opinion and we will have to transform our paper,

our (Party?) organization, into a fighting organization..,

The key question is..we in the meantime anticipate the

posszbllities of change... the basis of developing a left

wing.*

Applause
Un female speaking: ‘During the (2nd?) liorld iar, the

(Marxist?) theory on the preparation of orld iar
III, the citizens... a program against all odds...

s that had such an appreciation of... It is true that ...

political revolution in the Soviet (oxrbit?) again ... agalnst
great odds."

(Un female continues speaking indistinctly)

% .. and I'm proud of our movement... one of the most lmpoctant
issues,.. that 1ssue is the question of tne United Front....
But to ... in a United Front with a Communist Party... and
who would unite with anybody... But we are already now
involved in what I vegard as one of the most important ...
problems..., Coomunist Party. How to enter a United Front
with the Communist Party... %e began ... unity in Los
Angeles; the comrades entered into this wori: ¢c£ the (Sobell?)
Committee, In various localities the comrades have also
entered the field of protectlnc... _In this work.,., we

begin by ... expressing a great deal of suspicion .,. wary

of ... in a ... organization ..., and so quiciiiy ;.. we have
deprived them of all their ... and suspicions ' ... I can say
that we are fighting against anyone who 1s standing in the way
of cooperating... They are learning to our advantaze ....

on a fight for a United Front basis and I believe that this work

- will develop in addition the great part we have of ...

-open-handed struggle for the new regime., I just want to say
in conclusion that I have advised one of the Philadelphia

: (comrades?) of our social tonight .,. so that we will have

‘the opportunity of meeting some of our relatives from out

of town... and 1 am sure that (he?) would be nappy with her.
She's the wife of one of che foremost ... in the United States,
And I think that the Socialist 'orkers Party... the job of
organizing a fight..,"

Applausa - 40 -
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Un male speakxng ... "Cn the basis of a supra political
relationship... would have to ‘have - as a leader
of the nortn and south groups...!' (Un male
continues -- almost completely inaudible) '...
position on their anti-Stalinist position by
taking a strong political stand on the Hungarian

.Revolution. «e. tne friendly (cooperative?)...“

(the above un male stops talking and another un male is
heard unintelligibly; 2 or 3 .other un males also heard
indistinctly)

Another un male begins speaking: ... the political revolution -
ees I agree with Bert ... and we are going to
find all kinds of strange developments from strange
sources and we're going to have to male it possible
for all of these who are .... o us....to wake it
more or less easy to get in ..."

(Above un male continues speaking - almost ccmpletely
unincelligible) _ f
" ..this is a classic struggle ... a tremendous confribution
ess «se and hammers cown tie (lot ?) of those social
(democrats?) and would be {democrats?) ... The many thousands
who have left the Communist Party (still?) tiiiniz of themselves
as Communists... ... he said ... bregk down tue barrier,

get into all the committees... that have to do with civil.
rights and defense... every commitiee, every organization..,
as a leader should be...'"

Applause

Another un male speaks: ‘‘je support John iright... same
platform... Smith ict Committee in Seattle ...
(Above un male continues to speak unintelligibpiy
for the next 3 or 4 minutes)

1]

Applause
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(Voice of an un male heard saying "Howard'. Several voices
heard indistinctly in background)

Another un male speaks: 'Comrades, the discussion broke down
on the regroupment of the Socielist forces. 1If
this is clear to us, then the guestion thal the entire
... of the regroupment of the revolutionary Socialist
Forces depends for its (outlet?) upon us. Foremost
in the (radical?) movement... I think we have all had experience
.+ in seeking to seel . thz measures... of some kind of
Socialist Unity. Nobody outside of us presents a clear
concept of the need to form a group among the revolutionary
Socialist Workers and how this can be done... 1 know that
most of us... did not realize that until we had been in this
vicinity... Even when we could show absolutely that we were
correct,., we could completely ...the concept of a party, and
to plan our own in relationship to many groups... I use the
word Socialist Democracy because I believe.., monopolized
that word, particularly the Schachtmanites... Socialist
Democracy, workers democracy, put down on papcr what we mean
«++ the workers, and particularly the ... 1 taink we have °

all noted that in the practice of ..."
Applause

Another un male now speaks: Mentions that there are ‘'about
350 people' there. (This-un male speaks for o .
approximately four minutes and is completely =~ =~ =77
unintelligible)

Applause

Another un male speaks: ‘... the committee for the ...
of American Freedom... now in addition to that
we have immediate prospects of participating in the
Washington Square Forum..,. eonnected with the
American Forum,,.nowever, we are ... give a
very brief sketch of ... our main base of operation.
This is predominantly a Negro Forum, 27 years in the
area led.,, by the Communist Party. In recent period
we have learned .,., split in the leaderxship...
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“(compelled?) by the Communist Party to the extent that those
who... have found it necessary to carry the load of the forum
without the support of the Communist Party... and just about
thattime ... This has sent us through the 1953 election
campaign.,. our comrades ... Vice Presideat and Presidential
candidate... ... First through the President a résoivtion
which e accepted (by the forum?) which concluded that the
forum,.., encouraged the vanguard element... Tais resolution
was .,. with the national organization (policy?) ...
official ... delegation ... 14 people which was a relatively
substantial number of people...

&>
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Unknown
male:

Now we have returned. We're busy going ... this
event, These point toward the use of the
instrument of independent political actica
proposing ... taking the inlciative and putting
forward independent class candidates in the
coming election, not alone necessarily but

in collaboration with other organizations.

I want to suy this. I purposely ran down

a list of these organizations because we':e
faced with a problem. The problem that

having been engaged ... in this organizational
effort now wetre trylng to conpete ... con-
centration on individuals so it is very true
that ...

End of speech; applause., .Herz a considerable

amount was unintelligible.

Unknown

male (ap-
parently
the .....
Chairman)

Unknown'
. male:

I think if the delegates fror Los Angeles ... -

Recruitment campaign ... There are problems in-
volved ... that of the SP - SDF, We now do
recrultment work ... for-the first time in
many years ... That 18 the way recruitment
problems ... revolutionary spokesnan on one
hand ... collaboration on the other. In

Los Angeles ... this has been reflected in a
galn of six new members among youth in the
past year ...One of these came to us and
Joined out party from the Soclialist Party

not as a result of ... on our part but by
confusion ... failure of the local YSL leaders
to approach her, We too have been gathered
from all political tendencles, from left-wing

~democrats associated with the LYL, CP and SP,’

Now our abllity to win over the revolutionary
eee In the American working class ... on mass
youth movement, revolutionary movement.
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Unknown
nmale:

Unknown
male:

Considerable unintelligible material.

San Francisco working within the past month
.+ the most important one, the Independent
Socialist Forum, organized about the same as
the American Forum for instance in New York,

" Wetve been golng now for about five months

of this ... Thelr main activity 1s sponsoring
publlic meetings that bring speakers on
Soclalism ... What welre trying to do is further

~the aims of the Party ...

Considerable amount of unintelligible material.

The closing of the California Labor School
vwas an unfortunate blow but ... wetre going
to form a new school ... we're supporting
the Sobell Commlttee.,..

-
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(Speaker Delieved to be TED DOSTAL, from
the Youngstown, Ohio, Area, Just Starting:)

"I would like to tzke a few minutes to discuss
some of the work the various political diflerences
in my opinion and we have some comradés highly
successful in This work that maltes application of this )
theory entirely practical. We happen to sce a good portion
of this worlk in Youngstown because of this position of
theirs and our past many years of woriting in the labor PO
movement, for we were able to move in on some ol the S

last fall when the committee had offered to come into.
Youngstown to investigate the alleged association.

They moved in on some people who had formerly represented
the IW0 (?). We immediately contacted the pcople who the
government and asked them 1f we could help them to
organlze some movement to help in thelr defense. They were
very pleased with that and proceeded to take a place 1n the
movement organization of the Committee of -
Youngstowm . Our particular _ associated -
-group moved In and were very pleased becausc we were the °
only ones in the whole Youngstown District wiio had done
anything at all on the defense against the comnittee that
had come into Youngstown to ..

"Also it was because of thls situation we are
willing to find and take final claim in spite of the
reactionary attitude of the which other

accept. We also contacted some pcople, also SOME Papty <1 = = rwkess —wrad

people who were sympathetic to the Stalinlsts .

We lmmediately contacted many inslde the mass movciient tkere
who had been expelled from the uniorsnot becuuse of

the unions but who had been removed from office in 1943

because of thelr past affiliation with the workers party,

and these people were and proceeded to march dowmn

to see of the movement and they put ‘tne pressure
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on that group of officials of the moveinent for the
of the McClellan Committee, And with that we get involved
in the wori with the cooperation with thie former peonvle

of the party and their own Stailnist movement.
Some of these had been leaders of the little steel strike
and the during the little steel strike. Some of

the other works, I would like to insert here we had contact
with the leaders of the CP in the Cleveland area or rather
in that area in Western Pennsylvania and discussed with them our
-attlitude toward the McClellan Conmittee and also we

the movement whichh is the youth movement R

We got the agreement and, of course, an agicement
with Fosterites, that more or less malie a record of the
fact that they provided an agrccnient that you are opposed
to the McClellan Committee. They also stressed the nced

of a movement in“the entire steel industry and the question S

of the unemployment discussion. Now with tiils information
we ask them to vote Stallnism and whose .

we ." (End of Spcech)
Next Spealter Delieved to be FARRELL DO"DS

"Time will perait us to have further reports on the

excellent work of comrades and various sections and parties

. This compensates in part at least by the fact that
the comrades from around the country have been doing a pretty
neat job of sending us reports to to the national olfice
" of the key developments and expeirlences and guggestions arising
from the work in each brancih and to the best of our abill+y,
we have been trying to redistribute that informotion at
least in order to to the branches, And we urge you
to continue sending In these reports, and we will continue
to supply the information.

"Now, in the same connection, I would lile to take
Just a few minutes of the summary time to glve you some
information about the character of the forum that we have
promised to you. First, with respect to the situation
relating to the SP-SDF. The time the forum was in the
process of being created the SP-SDIF National Action Committee,
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"the National Secretary lald dowm the decree prohibiting
s8ix members of tihe organication, including several membders
of the leglslative committee who defied tihis stand and
joined the National Ccmmittee of the American Forunm. With
thlis attack that reached its major point of intensity thus
far in the subpoenaes of the Eastland Committee, and all
thls was laid dowm by the National Action Committee of
SP-SDF, giving its Uarticipants ten days to get off the
Ame:x ican Forum or get out of SP-SFF. Real generous. Four
of the six that defied this ultimatum to this point arc
insisting on thelr rights to remain and fight before
Now we can't be optimistic that they will carry any of the
SP-SDF but 1f they serve ald to the Forum, then whether in
the next weelt or two or three of the attac!t on them that-
is important. Of even greater importance is the fact that
at the same time -thelr worlt draws two of the SP-SDF members,
one of them be&ng MAC REYNOLDS (PA), the so-called leader
of the left wing in the SP who . Two menbers of
SP-SDF, who are out on Long Island,
answered this withdrawal by applylng for nenqﬂrship in the
Forum,

"And a meeting of the wiorking coarittee of the Forum
asked for two days to accept their membersiiip., At the same meeting
that was very important; a representative of the ¥SL or rather
two representatives of the YSL applled and onc vas accepted,

The reason only one was accepted was this, that we have had

an informal understanding that each ol the organizations have - _ -~ i

one representative on the commlittec and so committee
decided which would be the representative,

"The decisive factor is that there came support
from a new quarter, that in mind that fact that here was
nev weapon to use against the Shachtmanite defense,
ﬁﬁr"T"Il down and got lost into the swamp of democracy.
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"Now a complete revicw of the Communist Party forunm
would be helpful to . His the after several weeks e can
make the generally accurate statemént of their formation and

especlally of this the Gates Wing, whille they are
aearching throuch thé forum for a means to find their way
toward acceptance in more maturistic circles one

They are certain of the useful purpose of helplng'ﬁs'f' .
reach rank and file members of the CP by their participation
in this forum. Now here are the essential lines of tne
Gates policy we have received:

"l. They noufparticipate without reservation
or qualification the support of SWP
victims of the witchlant. They do this
on the grounds that they recoznized thattheir
past position is politically unobtainable.
That 1s, of opposing the and they
possibly will have to defend tl.emselves
on thls score. And the Fosterites are "
opposing the Forum all the way, and the :
word from wrat we belleved is a whole authentic
source, that this on the eve ol the

Forum, that the Fosterites or

Foster nimself are writing a letter
explaining that in the 'Da2ily Vorker!?
or denouncing the Gates participation
in the American Forum.&as8 a manifest But
apparently thi o —-— .

"2, Point of Gabes policy. They are firmly opposed
to any kind of a united front action or
blg party to party debate betwcen the
CP and the S!IP, They are opposed to this
because the Fosterites are against sending .
They do not really want to participate -
with us at t“e Iorum .

(He does not glve ‘Point 3)
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"L, The Gates groun is trylng every way it can
to de-emphasize any kind of frateinizationn

between the CP and the SVWP to strengthen any
form of relationsnip betueen leading represen-
tatives of these two orsganizations through
such o:rganization as the American Forun.
We don't hold still for that, it is very true,
but -off hand Gates 1s brealiing through 1t,
we are brealkling through it with support. We have
in mind then the exceptional elements of. .

*5. Theilr approach to the strugcle of the-

National Committee of the American Forum
is marked by desire on one side to lead
themselves to taking of character of a-
CP front. And it is very lad foi us, On
more than~ one occasion Itve sat there
at the Forum. One concreté. cxample 1is & .
viclous attaclc demonstration of courage
on the part of thé Forum . :
‘Dloomberg (ph), the maln represcentative of

. They are very nervous about tending
In any way toward being a CP front. The other
half of the policy 1s that they want to be equally
careful to try to keep the National Committee
of the American Forum, colored in such a
way that 1% does nothave tihe essential
semblance of a CP-but that is what it 1s
because there 1s nothing in this forum
but these two organizations, thesc sliinheads
of these meetings where they sit around=wuith
outslide sources and collese professors and

. STAROBIN, once Foreign Editor of
tThe TDally Vorker ¢ :
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"Now it i1s important to keep this in mind when
it comes to the question of the local cormittees, end I
want to make one other point first, the tvoriing comnittee
is now calling for a publiec meeting here i New York
on a and we think there 1s a possibllity of a very
good meetIng and of getting a forward front to the
whole problem through this action which will come

about in spite of the action of the Eastland Comnittee .

Now at the same tinie the orientation is for the extension orf
the forum vehicle in the form of local commitices throughout
the country affiliating with the American Forum.National
likeness and its because of that will te the basic’
policy of the Gates wing of the TP wiich is the ultimate
that it will find here and there is some possibility of .
worry in creation of local committees,” ‘
[
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Now at the same time the only action is for the
foreign people throughout the country...oblizated with the
American form of the national mechanism...

Now this is what the national conmittee for the
seventh time has returned for the effect of the postewar
conditions...as originally planned the committee will report
on the international aspect.,.

The government 1s now preparing the even control...
the object 1s to use the perogatives of democracy as a pretext
for the passing of new anti=-labor laws..,.this concept which
will suppose.,.and 1ts final effects of speecdinz the
of the so called Democrats...until we have been unified in our
attack on the Iabor Party question around the youth campaign...
by the fact that the 1956 election will be...have been
Democrats for the second time in the White House, Now
these opportunities are.,.but that this whole concept...
the combined process...our friends is the revolutionary
forces standing throughout the last movement and their
guildeé at the same time ...

say

We cannot guarantee,,.but we can say there are
definite prospects of making some careful pagan realistic...from
boundaries of stone for the construction of the left wing...
the revolutionary forces movement can help the process
along by inltiating a united front action to
consolidate.a.. ,

. «s8upport the work of the NAACP, the NIA, and
other Negro workers leagues who play a united role in the
"eilvilized movement, That in the perlod ahcad we will
work consistently and constructively to try to elaborate
the plan that every worker 1s obiliged to some...:and
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- in the sense that we have to understand that even initially
in these groups small or large there 1s some creed in these
particular circumstances which like other classes...

what we are seeking to do is to make contact with currents
where we can wheneveéer we make contact in any period or
national movement our first thoughts would be not how

can we lock this person up but how can we use this

contact as a means of reaching some other person...

..+ the greatest overhead expense has been to try
and meet the objectives.,.and this has created an uneven
sense of odium concerning the condition of the CP. ...
concerning FOSTER and the CP,...Smith Act case.

I want to close by exercising & very crucial point
that in any of these situations no matter how bad they
seemed at the moment, ...,

(Applause) >
(This portion is sumnarized. The spealer put forth’
a motion for vote which motion was carried.)

++s the delegates of the present national
convention of the Socialist Workers Party send their
heartest greetings and-fellow delegates to the comracdes
of our folk organization...our best wishes to the British
Workers Party for your success...' .

(At this point a womanpvoice unaudible appeared to
be giving directions as to how to reach certain addresses
in New York City.)
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DIR: €707, ¥Bl  (100-387635) &/23/57

SAC, PORTLAND (100-900)

NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE
JUSTICE 1IN THE ROSENBERG CASE
It-C3 1-4-E0

0 NY

Rerep SA WILTIAM SAMI:T, PROWM, Portlard, dated
2/20/57 and wulet 3/18/c57.

%5 information has been received by the jortlani
Office to indicate that captiorned orranizatior has "een
enrcarcd In any activity of ary kini sirce submission of
referenced report.

This matter s being retained i{r a pending

insctive status and wlll be followed closely throu-h all
available sources.

2=Pureaun (100-37783K)(n:)

" 1=New York (100-107111)(F™)

1-Portland (100-900L)
WSR: jdt
(W)

/ /ao */a 7///— 57.;72‘
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."September 3, 1957 -

AIRTEL ATRMATL~REGISTERED I %{ .

T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-387835)(REG) ~

FROM:  SAC, SEATTIE (100-22197) ‘. - -

RE:  COMIITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR ‘ \ —
MORTOL SOLELL - Tl
o - - e

CINAL, The ncuspaper csptioned "Morton Sobell, Prisoner
on our Conscience" for the month of November 1956 published by
the Committee to Secure Justice for MORTON SGBELL, on page 2
contains an article captioned "Notables Abroad Ask Justice."” -
Accordinz to this article the former Minister of Education of
Yexico, Dr. LUIS SANCHEZ PONTON, now a Professor of Law &t
the University of Mexico, has become one of MORTON SOBELL's
attorneys. The article continued that Dr. PONTON, an expert
on international law, is participating in SCBELL's present
appeal from Judge KAUFMAN'!s refusal to hold a hearing. A photo-
graph of PONTON eccompanied the above article.

On August 28, 1957, former Padvised that Dr. LUIS .
SANCHEZ PONTON 18 a noted educator and a man who has considerable = |

prestige among the Mexican intellectuals., He gave admission-
- free lectures frequently in the late 1940's at the "Instituto
Cultural Mexicano-Ruso,'" (Institute of Mexican-Russian Culture

\ted at Edison #47, Mexico Cit

gy

3 = Bureau (100-3878 5)(REG-AE;
. "1 = New York (Info) (100-10711)(REG-AM)
2 - Seattle (100-22197)
ce: 100-23538 Sub A
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(0= 10711160
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Source advised that PONTON was said to have been
‘Mexican Arbassador to the Soviet Union for a brief period of

approximately 1% years during the early 1930's, probadly under
the presidency of ABILARDO RODRIGUEZ EMILIO, or PORTES GIL.

Source advised that PONTON reportedly has participated
in many "leftist causes.” At the University in Mexico City
(Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico), he is considered to
g8lde with the Communist group concerning university policles -
and in 1932 supported the student strike there. “RIp™ectures*" . .
T : t1y. with: Tepal AR ALstorItdal topics. He is a defender
e Soviet Union and frequently attacks the United States.
Source believes him to be about 60 to 65 years old at tho
present tine.

The source identified the picture of Dr. LUIS SANCHEZ
PONTON appearing with the MORTON SOBELL artic
identical with the Dr, LUIS SANCHEZ PONTON
t the "Instituto C
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SAC, NEW YORK (100-107111 Sub G) 9/10/57

" #. SA WILLIAM G. LINEHAN (#19-2)

MISCELLANEOUS SOBELL COMMITTEES

urnished SA EDVUARD M,
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